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I NDEX: 



T ime for some midlife madness? 

Has it been a while since you pampered yourself with a spoil-me-

rotten treat? Something you’ve always dreamed of – “Ooh, yes, 
I’d LOVE to do that!” – but never quite got around to doing? Well, why 
don’t you join us in March 2021 for a leisurely, luxury 22-day cruise aboard 
the Grande Olde Dame of the Sea: the QUEEN MARY 2 – Cunard Line’s 
stylish flagship?  
  The Queen Mary 2 is unique: one of today’s only true ocean liners – 
stronger, sleeker, smoother, faster and more spacious than a cruise ship. 
Launched in 2004, her style and elegance are legendary. Her features have 
been described as a glamorous throwback and utterly modern – and you’d 
be forgiven for thinking you’ve stepped onto a brand new ship.  
  This Mad Midlife Adventure will have special appeal for those who 
love luxury cruising and enjoy the laid-back life at sea. On March 27, 2021 
we’ll fly to Dubai where the Queen Mary 2 will be waiting to welcome us 
onboard. And, over the next three weeks, we’ll cover many thousands of kilometres from the United Arab Emirates 
to the United Kingdom – sailing in grand style through the Arabian Gulf, the Red Sea, the Suez Canal, the 
Mediterranean Sea and the English Channel.  
  This magnificent cruise includes stunning stopovers, with all flights, entertainment, shore excursions, meals 
and tipping paid for in advance. And, in typical Midlife Madness fashion, we’ll have tonnes of fun along the way. 
  Does this sound like something that might pop YOUR cork, press YOUR buttons, spin YOUR wheels or tick 
YOUR boxes? Well, the good news is: YOU’RE INVITED TO COME TOO! 

 

H ighlight after highlight 

It’s hard to know where to start – because UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS await us at every fantastic 
stopover. Like what? Well, like … 

 glittering Dubai (United Arab Emirates) with its extraordinary highlights – plus nearby Sharjah: ‘Pearl of the Gulf’  
 Muscat (Oman, Arabian Gulf) where tradition & modernity mingle: the Grand Mosque, Sultan ’s Palace & more  
 colourful tropical Salalah (Oman, in the Arabian Desert), transformed into a verdant oasis during the rainy season 

 the ancient city of Petra, carved into Southern Jordan’s mountains – one of the seven New Wonders of the World  
 the Suez Canal, Egypt’s glorious triumph of engineering over nature, slicing through the desert sands for 163km   
 Athens (Greece): ancient history plus contemporary cool, with its crown jewel, the 5th century BC Acropolis 

 vibrant Barcelona (Spain) with its fabled paella, sangria and jamon (cured ham) plus Gaudi’s magical creations 

 seductive Seville (Spain), with its Barrio de Santa Cruz (Old Quarter), Real Alcazar (Royal Palace), Gothic Cathedral  

The Big Idea 
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TOUR HOSTS – ROBYN & JOHN COONEY 



& 

 the pomp and pageantry of grand, enduring London (England) with its familiar sites “Oh, wouldn’t it be luverly …”  
 PLUS numerous days at sea (thanks to the distances we’ll be sailing) … with ample time to relax, enjoy the 

ambiance, the gourmet meals, music, entertainment, art workshops, dance classes, lively lectures, quiz-shows 
and endless onboard fun and stimulation, whilst soaking up more of that renowned Queen Mary pampering! 

 

I n our humble opinion … 

Travel is wonderful – and GROUP TRAVEL is doubly-wonderful! At least, that’s been our experience, ever since 
Midlife Madness Tours first began. When you go adventuring with one of our groups, you end up doing stuff, 

going places, meeting people, grabbing opportunities, and trying things that you mightn’t have the courage to try if 
you were travelling on your own. Plus you’ve got a great bunch of Kiwi friends to share these experiences with. In 
short, there’s no end to the fun that happens and memories that are made when likeminded, young-at-heart people 
go adventuring together.  
  And as for CRUISING: there’s truly no lovelier way to travel! When you walk onto our QM2 floating-hotel you 
can’t help but relax – because from that point on you’re spoilt rotten, fed and watered so often it’s indecent, and 
waited on hand-and-foot as each carefree day unfolds. And going ashore to encounter the sights, sounds, smells, 
tastes and experiences that await you – well, it couldn’t be easier. 
  We’re old hands when it comes to touring. We know how to find our way around airports. And we know how 
to make the most of unique travel opportunities. So come and share some Midlife Madness on the Queen Mary 2!  
 

D on’t delay: book now & pay your deposit 

We hope you’ll decide to join us – and would urge you to act promptly. This special Dubai to Southampton 
Cruise is already proving popular. We have secured a limited number of staterooms (cabins), and places 

will be allocated on a first-come-first-served basis. Regrettably, when previous Mad Midlife adventures have filled 
up, we’ve had to turn some disappointed people away.   
  Secure your place by phoning Glen or Rochelle (House of Travel Ellerslie) on 0800 323 333 … or by emailing 
info@midlifemadness.tours … and sending your booking form and deposit (plus a copy of the main page from your 
passport) to House of Travel, PO Box 11164, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051.  

  We can’t wait to share this cruise of a lifetime with you in March 2021!  

  Cheers …  

 

 

  JOHN & ROBYN COONEY (Tour Hosts) 
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W 
hat others have said: 
The prime requirement for each Mad Midlife cruise or tour is: WE’VE GOTTA HAVE A GOOD TIME! And 
the feedback that we get from our fellow adventurers speaks for itself.  

 “The trip was absolutely unreal – loved every bit of it – a new adventure each day!” (Sherrol) 
 “You put a great deal of effort into organising this trip – thank you. We visited places we’d only dreamed about. 

The whole thing was the best ‘away’ experience we’ve ever had!” (Ray) 
 “We have wonderful memories of another amazing adventure with you lovely people!” (Nola & John) 
 “Our recent Midlife Madness trip was a huge success. When the Cooney magic is added to group travel, the end 

result is a hassle-free, fun-filled experience. We’ve travelled to eight exotic destinations with John & Robyn, and 
have just booked our ninth trip. Thanks for making these tours so relaxed and enjoyable!” (Maureen & Kevin) 

 “It was a totally magical experience. Thanks to you both for taking such good care of us.” (Soon Ja) 
 “What a wonderful time we all had – and what a lovely group of people to be travelling with!” (Ave & Vic) 
 “Thanks for being such kind and thoughtful friends, as well as delightful tour hosts.” (Patty) 
 “An amazing trip! Thanks for all the fun and laughter you instigated along the way. You’re amazing!” (Shirley) 
 “Thanks for everything, John & Robyn – another stellar trip!” (Marie & Warwick) 
 “Particular thanks for your professionalism, your meticulous attention to detail (both prior to the trip and during 

it), and your many kindnesses. We will be happy to join you on another occasion.” (Les & Marion) 
 “I thoroughly enjoyed every minute of our tour. Have bored everyone to tears since, raving on and on about the 

things we did and the wonderful friends we made. “ (Diane) 
 “Thank you all for the great experience we’ve just shared. I loved it  – a superb time – all spectacular and better 

than I ever expected!” (Pam) 
 “What a marvellous trip! We really love the way your tours run – no great fuss or bother – it just all happens! Do 

keep us in the loop re upcoming adventures.” (Judy & John) 
 “We’ve not had the privilege of travelling with you before, but will certainly join you on future travels. And we 

wouldn’t hesitate to recommend Midlife Madness to anyone who’s looking for a thoughtfully-planned, well-
organised tour – especially one led in such a friendly, relaxed style.” (Brian & Jenny) 

 “My absolute best travel experience ever!” (Anne) 
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G rande Olde Dame of the Sea: premium-class luxury 

Passengers wanting to experience cruising at its most elegant and posh will love Queen Mary 2, the 
world’s only ocean liner. Blending classic decadence with modern technologies, the ship is famed for its 

superior facilities and design. From the Grand Lobby to the Pool Pavilion, luxury lies around every corner.  
  Guests report that the ship feels like a five-star hotel, with exceptional service from the minute you arrive. 
There’s a feeling of quiet excitement onboard, and passengers enjoy the romance of dressing for dinner, dining in 
style, walking the Promenade Deck, and dancing in the Queens Room. Add the companionship and fun of daily 
onboard activities … the stimulation of enriching workshops on all sorts of fascinating topics … the simple daily 
pleasure of afternoon tea-ing your way across the seas … music-to-die-for and elegant performances from jazz 
bands, string quartets and the ship’s resident pianist … and nightly West End entertainment in the Royal Court 
Theatre – you can see why Queen Mary 2 guests come back again and again.  
  Cunard Line’s iconic flagship underwent a massive NZ$180-million stem-to-stern makeover in June 2016 that 
brought changes to almost every area of the ship – including 55,000 square metres of sparkling new carpets (the 
equivalent of more than 10 rugby fields) … 4,000 newly-framed artworks … and 15,000 litres of paint on its hull.  
  The Queen Mary 2 has always been showered with superlatives. At the time of her maiden voyage in 2004, 
she was the largest ship in the world – stronger, sleeker, smoother, faster and more spacious than all the rest. 
Passenger capacity is 2,695, along with 1,132 officers and crew. She is 345 metres long (the Empire State Building is 
381 metres high) … gross tonnage is 152,000 … and cruising speed is 30 knots. The ship has 17 decks (which tower 62 
metres above the waterline) … plus the biggest ballroom, the biggest library and the only Planetarium at sea.   
  In a word, the Queen Mary 2 is BIG! 



Grand Lobby Britannia Restaurant 

Queens Ballroom Verandah Restaurant 

Kings Court Buffet Rear Deck Pool 
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  When it comes to DRESS-CODES, smart casual wear is fine 
during the day. On informal nights, jackets are recommended for 
men (ties optional, no jeans or jandals) – while women opt for 
dresses or two-piece outfits. For formal nights, tuxedos, dinner 
jackets or dark suits for men – and gowns or cocktail dresses for 
women. Passengers who don’t want to dress up can dine in the Kings 
Court buffet. 
  Exploring the world can be hungry work! And when it comes 
to DINING, Queen Mary 2 is a bit like flying. On a passenger aircraft, 
you have your first class, business class, and economy class. And on 
QM2, it’s the cabin in which you’re booked that determines where 
you take your meals. Every passenger has access to almost every 
other part of the ship, except for dining rooms: 
  The accommodation we’ve requested for our Mad Midlife 
group are Britannia Staterooms (see Nitty Gritty p13) – and Britannia 
guests dine in the swank, two-floor Britannia Restaurant.  
  (Guests in Britannia Club Suites dine in the smaller Britannia 
Club restaurant. And both Princess Grill and top-tier Queens Grill 
passengers have their own dedicated restaurants.) 
  Perfect for special occasions, all guests can book for lunch or 
dinner at the super-classy Verandah Restaurant – where an 
exceptional menu features prime cuts and superb seafood. 
  Whatever time it is, you can also enjoy a relaxed self-service 
meal at the Kings Court Buffet – with freshly prepared offerings 
ranging from sushi to salads, to tempting roasts and delicious pizzas.  
  Finally, there’s 24-hour Room Service – with a lazy breakfast 
in bed, a tempting afternoon snack, a delicious evening burger or 
even a naughty midnight treat, just a phonecall away. 
  So there you have it! Whether you’re in the mood for blob-

out relaxation or something more get-up-and-go, you’ll find it. Your 
elegant stateroom will become your private home-away-from-home. 
And indulging in the ship’s sumptuous restaurants, bars, cafes, 
lounges and pubs … well, what more could you ask for?  
  Decide now that you’ll join us in March 2021. Experience the 
freedom that comes with having nowhere to be but on board … and 
the blissful realisation that your time is yours alone … while 
experiencing your own piece of history on this unforgettable voyage. 

Britannia Inside Cabin 

Britannia Oceanview Cabin 

Britannia Balcony Cabin 



Who’s Who? 
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T our hosts: John & Robyn Cooney 

International travel has featured high on our agenda for several decades now. In between kids and 
grandkids and publishing the family magazine Grapevine (which we established back in 1981), we’ve been 

privileged to visit many stunning destinations: Europe, the UK, Singapore, Vanuatu, the USA, Israel, Egypt, Africa 
(Kenya & Tanzania), China, Laos-Cambodia-Vietnam, the Mediterranean, the Baltic, India, China, South America, 
Canada, Alaska, Japan. And somehow, amongst all this rushing-around, we launched Midlife Madness Tours. 
  Travel, we’ve discovered, is an all-five-senses experience – a chance to see, feel, smell, hear and taste the 
world. And you’ve got to believe us: sightseeing as a group of laid-back Kiwis is DOUBLE the fun! We hesitate to call 
ourselves ‘experts’ – but we relish the chance to explore new countries, cultures and customs … we’re at-home in 
airports, hotels, cruise ships, and the like … and we know how to make the most of a 
unique travel opportunity.  
  Our 2021 QUEEN MARY 2 CRUISE can’t come quick enough – lots of laughs, 
great company, memories that will last forever. And we’re so looking forward to 
being pampered for three luverly weeks! Here’s hoping YOU will join us …  

 John & Robyn Cooney, PO Box 212, Whangamata 3643, NZ 

 Phone: 021 643 078 (mob) 
 Email: jc@johncooney.co.nz … Website: www.midlifemadness.tours 

 Travel Blog: www.midlifemadness.wordpress.com 

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/MidlifeMadnessTours 

 

B ookings team: Glen Armstrong & Rochelle Dickson 
at House of Travel Ellerslie 

House of Travel Ellerslie is an IATA-bonded consultancy, serving passionate travellers like you since 2004. Glen and 
his assistant Rochelle bring to Midlife Madness Tours extensive experience with group travel, plus a commitment 
to helping the Cooneys provide the very best by way of hassle-free adventures – so you can 
enjoy every minute and not worry about a thing! House of Travel is a New Zealand owned and 
operated travel company, established in 1987, with 65 outlets nationwide. Glen and Rochelle 
look forward to talking with you about your booking arrangements … travel insurance … and 
any other touring queries or requirements.  

 House of Travel, PO Box 11164, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051, NZ 

 Street address: 108 Main Highway, Ellerslie, Auckland 

 Phone: tollfree 0800 323 333 … Office: 09 525 2363  
 Email: info@midlifemadness.tours … Website: www.hotellerslie.co.nz  



About You? 
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a ge, health & mobility 

This cruise (as the name suggests) is a little different to most. And we’re keen to attract like-minded, fun
-loving, young-at-heart people in midlife. However, the word ‘midlife’ is a fun term that we use loosely – 

and most folk who come with us on these adventures are in their 50s, 60s and 70s!  
  In our experience, AGE isn’t as important as ATTITUDE. And your date-of-birth isn’t as relevant as your health, 
mobility and outlook. Our groups have always included a good mix of singles and couples … plus a good mix of ages: 
most in their middle years or retired, but some older still, who often turn out to be the life’n’soul of the party!  
  While it’s not strenuous, this Midlife Madness cruise will involve lengthy flights and a few early mornings/long 
days, some getting on-and-off our cruise-ship, and a number of days of on-foot sightseeing. Which is likely to make 
this adventure unsuitable for you if you have a disability … mobility/balance problems … heart/lung/eyesight 
conditions … or other health issues that could (i) place you at unreasonable risk, (ii) require extra time/attention 
from the tour hosts, or (iii) adversely slow down the group as a whole.  
  On the other hand, if you’re healthy, mobile, reasonably fit and able to keep up … if you want to have fun, go 
mildly wild, and laugh yourself silly with a bunch of fellow-Kiwis ... then you’ll fit in just fine!  
 

M edical Certificate please 

1. You must advise us, at the time of booking (and later, should things change), if you 
have ANY relevant health or mobility problems we need to be aware of.  

2. If you have any health or mobility problems – or if you’re 75 years old (or more) – you’ll be 
asked  to complete a Midlife Madness Medical Certificate (from House of Travel) – which 
requires some input from your doctor. (This information will be treated confidentially.) 

3. If we believe this tour is unsuitable for you (for health or mobility reasons): 
a. we may decline your booking, with regret (we’d encourage you to join a slower-paced, 

less-demanding tour) … or  
b. if you were intending to travel on your own, we may request that you travel with 

someone else (your wife/husband/partner, a family member, a close friend, a travel-
buddy) – who can accompany you and provide any special assistance you may need. 

 

T ravel insurance – compulsory 

Travelling with no (or inadequate) cover is highly risky – and, should an accident or illness occur while 
you’re overseas, it can prove extremely costly! Which is why we require everyone joining this Midlife 

Madness Tour to have adequate, up-to-date insurance (including provision for emergency evacuation). Regrettably, 
failure to attend to this could result in your booking being declined.  
  Please, therefore, consider the following two options: 
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1. You can sign up for our RECOMMENDED TRAVEL INSURANCE. House of Travel Ellerslie offer a valuable 
discount (up to 20%) that you might like to take advantage of. Simply call Glen or Rochelle on 0800 323 333 

(toll-free) and ask for a quote … or send an email to: info@midlifemadness.tours. Please also tick the 
RECOMMENDED TRAVEL INSURANCE box on your Booking Form (down the right-hand side of the form). 
  Glen or Rochelle will get back to you with a quote, plus further information. Your travel insurance discount 
(up to 20% off the premium) will be deducted by House of Travel Ellerslie from your final tour invoice.  
 

2. Alternatively, you can arrange YOUR OWN INSURANCE, if you wish. However, to avoid any unpleasant or 
expensive shocks (in the unlikely event of an accident or illness): 
a. please check your policy’s fine-print carefully and make sure you know what you’re covered for – and 

what you’re not covered for. For example, you should be covered for ‘emergency evacuation’ (in the event 
of serious injury or illness) and ‘civil commotion’ (in the event of riots and demonstrations). If in doubt, 
discuss your concerns asap with the team at House of Travel Ellerslie.  

b. please provide us with a copy of your policy document, showing the insurance company, policy number, 
emergency contact numbers, etc – so we have this information on hand, should a situation arise. 

 

CONFUSED?  
  If you need to discuss age/health/insurance matters, get in touch with Glen or Rochelle (House of Travel 
Ellerslie): phone 0800 323 333 (toll-free) or email info@midlifemadness.tours.  

Dubai City Centre Sagrada Familia – Barcelona Petra – Jordan 
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S poilt for choice on the Queen Mary 2 …  
In total, the Queen Mary 2 has 17 decks (13 passenger decks – with 11 of those decks containing cabins and 
suites). Below is a summary of what you will find on each of those decks: 

 Deck 1 holds the Tender embarkation/disembarkation areas. The four Hull Decks (below waterline) contain the 
ship’s engines, generators, fuel tanks and storage spaces. 

 Deck 2 has the lower levels of the Planetarium, Royal Court Theatre, Britannia Restaurant, the six-story Grand 
Lobby, the Cunard ConneXion computer centre, a video arcade, the Empire Casino (13 tables, 120 slot 
machines), Guest Services desks, the Golden Lion (classic English pub). 

 Deck 3 has the upper levels of the Planetarium, Royal Court Theatre, Britannia Restaurant and Grand Lobby – 
plus the Mayfair Shops, the premium ‘Veuve Clicquot’ Champagne Bar, the Chart Room Cocktail Car (with 
cabaret performances), the ‘Sir Samuel’s’ Wine Bar, the Queens Room Ballroom, the G32 Nightclub, an Art 
Gallery (classic and contemporary artists) and an Image Gallery (all digital). 

 Deck 4 & Deck 5 have cabins only. 
 Deck 6 has cabins plus a children’s area (with British nannies & nurses): the Nursery (babies), the Play Zone (kids 

ages 2-7), the Zone (kids ages 8-12), the Splash Pool and the Minnows Pool. 
 Deck 7, the Promenade Deck (encircling the whole ship), has the Gym & Weight Room, the Therapy Pool with a 

huge Jacuzzi, the Canyon Ranch SpaClub (lower level), the Winter Garden & Bar (afternoon tea), the Kings Court 
Buffet (casual dining venue), the Princess Grill and Queens Grill (for Suite guests only).  

 Deck 8 has cabins, the Library & Bookshop, a Beauty Salon, the Canyon Ranch SpaClub (upper level), the Todd 
English Restaurant (reservations-only with Mediterranean cuisine), the Terrace Bar & Pool plus a bandstand. 

DECK & CABINS 



 Deck 9 has cabins, the Concierge 
Lounge & the Commodore Club 
(world-class jazz), the Boardroom 
and the Churchill’s Cigar Lounge. 

 Deck 10 has cabins & suites only. 
 Deck 11, the Observation Deck 

(with almost 360° views overlooking 
the ship’s bow) has the Atlantic 
Room (for card-playing room or 
private events) plus a large Jacuzzi. 

 Deck 12 has cabins, the Pavilion 
Pool (with a pool-bar and two 
smaller whirlpools), the Boardwalk 
Cafe (a casual fast-food venue, 
offering snacks, salads, burgers 
and grilled specialties), the QM2 
Kennels (the dog-nursery), four 
Shuffleboard decks, the Fairways 
Golf Simulator, plus ‘Drive-In 
Movies’ next to the Boardwalk Cafe. 

 Deck 13 has the ship’s Sun Deck, a 
Splash Pool (with two smaller 
whirlpools), the Regatta Bar, the 
Lookout (observation platform), 
and the Sports Centre – with paddle-

tennis, a half-size basketball court, 
two golf simulators, quoits, deck 
games and a huge chess board. 

 

D ecks 5 … 6 … 8   
To simplify the booking 
process we’ve requested 

accommodation for our Midlife 
Madness guests on Deck 5, Deck 6 and 
Deck 8 (shown here).  
  See next page for your cabin 
options …   

DECK 6 DECK 8 DECK 5 
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C hoosing your cabin  
We’ve requested accommodation for 
our Midlife Madness guests in a range 

of three different Britannia Staterooms aboard 
the Queen Mary 2:  
 

1.  INSIDE STATEROOM (faces into the ship 
with no portholes or windows) 

Features: twin beds convertible to king size; 
shower; bathrobes & slippers; satellite TV; 
refrigerator; air conditioning, direct-dial 
telephone; desk; in-room safe; hairdryer; daily 
shipboard newspaper; fresh fruit on request. 
Dining in Britannia Restaurant. 

2.  OCEANVIEW STATEROOM (faces out 
from the ship, and has a window) 

Features: twin beds convertible to king size; 
shower; bathrobes & slippers; satellite TV; 
refrigerator; air conditioning; direct-dial 
telephone; desk; in-room safe; hairdryer; daily 
shipboard newspaper; fresh fruit on request; 
dining in Britannia Restaurant. 

3.  BALCONY STATEROOM (faces out from 
the ship, and opens onto veranda) 

Features: twin beds convertible to king size; 
shower; bathrobes & slippers; satellite TV; 
refrigerator; air conditioning; direct-dial 
telephone; desk; in-room safe; hairdryer; daily 
shipboard newspaper; fresh fruit on request; 
dining in Britannia Restaurant. 

  Confused? Can’t settle on your cabin 
preference? Interested in a luxury suite? Glen 
or Rochelle at House of Travel Ellerslie can 
explain the deck plans and options. Phone toll-
free: 0800 323 333.  
 

Nitty Gritty 

BRITANNIA  INSIDE  STATEROOM 

BRITANNIA  OCEANVIEW  STATEROOM 

BRITANNIA BALCONY STATEROOM 

Note: cabin layouts may vary from those shown here. 



e stimated all-up price: from $14,999 pp share-twin 

Confirmed prices won’t be known until later next year. They are subject to unexpected increases and/or 
currency exchange fluctuations, and vary according to your choice of cabin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Prices shown are share-twin – which means you share a cabin/hotel rooms with your spouse/partner/friend.  
 If you’re travelling alone and want to share a cabin/hotel rooms, talk to Glen or Rochelle (House of Travel 

Ellerslie) – free-phone 0800 323 333 – to see if they can match you up with another suitable single traveller. 
 If you’re travelling alone and require a cabin/hotel room all to yourself, ask about single options and prices. 
 

D eposits required & final payment:  
This special Queen Mary 2 cruise from Dubai to Southampton is likely to prove super-popular … and 
available cabin-space is already selling. We must make early commitments (and pay group deposits) to be 

sure of the cabins we need.  
  If you want a place on this Mad Midlife adventure, please don’t delay. Signal your intention by phoning Glen 
or Rochelle on 0800 323 333 – or emailing info@midlifemadness.tours. Then complete the Booking Form (attached) 
and send it asap, with your first deposit, to House of Travel, PO Box 11164, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051.  

 1ST DEPOSIT (with booking): $1,500 pp – to secure flights, cabins, etc – refundable up until Sept 1, 2020 
  (less $250 cancellation fee: see p25) 

 2ND DEPOSIT (due September 1, 2020): $1,500 pp – non-refundable,  
 FINAL PAYMENT DUE: December 20, 2020 (your final invoice will be sent out in October 2020)  

 (Note: if you wish to pay your deposits ONLINE – by credit card or direct credit –  
please phone Glen or Rochelle at House of Travel Ellerslie  

for a secure link and their bank account details:  
0800 323 333) 
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Midlife Madness on the Queen Mary 2 

26 Days – March/April 2021  
These share-twin prices include airfares, transfers, Queen Mary 2 cruise,  

sightseeing, hotels, meals, tips 

Inside Stateroom from $14,999  pp 

Oceanview Stateroom from $16,134  pp 

Balcony Stateroom from $16,349 pp 



W 
hat’s included in the price? 

Like we say, pretty much everything! Why? Well, experience has taught us that Kiwi travellers prefer 
to know – and pay – up front and in advance ... rather than having to find substantial extra dollars 

during the tour for unplanned sightseeing, meals, tipping, etc.  
  Take SIGHTSEEING EXCURSIONS, for example – which, on a tour like this, can easily reach $1,500 per 
person. Many tour promoters don’t include the cost of these in their advertised prices, but we do – selecting the 
very best options for our Kiwi group in advance. The same goes for TIPPING (a hassle, and a necessary evil, which can 
add hundreds of dollars to the cost of a trip) … and MEALS ashore In nice restaurants … all included in our Mad 
Midlife price.  
  So when you’re trying to compare similar tours and prices being offered, remember: our 2021 Queen Mary 2 
Cruise includes SO MUCH MORE! Here’s what’s covered: 

 AIRFARES (economy):   Auckland to Dubai, London to Auckland 

 DUBAI:      stopover (on outbound flight) 
 TAXES:       airport taxes and airline security taxes 

 HOTELS:      in Dubai and London (including breakfast) 
 22-DAY LUXURY CRUISE: aboard the Queen Mary 2 including all meals, entertainment and gratuities 

 PORT CHARGES:    and port taxes on all cruise stopovers 

 TRANSFERS:      between airports and hotel and piers 

 MEALS ASHORE:    as detailed in the final itinerary 

 SIGHTSEEING:     all excursions and entrance fees as detailed in the final itinerary 

 TIPPING:      all gratuities to local guides, drivers, porters, ship crew, etc 

 LOCAL GUIDES:    services of experienced guides on shore excursions 

 TOUR HOSTS:    all the help that John & Robyn Cooney can offer  

 

W 
hat’s not included? 

 passport fees 

 optional excursions and sightseeing not in final itinerary (e.g. when you’re on your own) 
 meals, other than those detailed in the final itinerary 

 drinks with meals or otherwise (except tea or coffee) 
 travel insurance 

 items of a personal nature (e.g. medical expenses, laundry, phone calls, souvenirs) 
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EXPENSIVE EXCURSIONS & EXTRAS 

 



T ravel documents 

All tour members need a current PASSPORT (valid for at least 6 months after return to NZ). A RETURNING 
RESIDENT’S VISA is also required for holders of other than NZ Passports. If you need assistance with 

either of these documents, contact Glen or Rochelle at House of Travel Ellerslie – phone tollfree 0800 323 333. 
 

mirates Airline stuff-you-should-know 

1. BUSINESS CLASS UPGRADE: If you’d like to fly Business Class (Auckland to Europe return), phone 
0800 323 333 for an estimated upgrade price. 

2. AIRPOINTS: If you’d like to join SKYWARDS (the Frequent Flyer programme for Emirates Airline) call 
House of Travel Ellerslie – they have all the info you need. 

 

a fter the cruise: extending your trip 

Our MIDLIFE MADNESS tour ends in London, England. Those who are returning home will transfer to the 
airport for our Emirates flight back to New Zealand. 

  You could, however, spend some extra time in the UK or Europe. You could travel by air/coach/train/rental 
car – the possibilities are endless! And, with Emirates, you can fly home later from London, Rome, Amsterdam, 
Istanbul, Copenhagen, Frankfurt, Zurich, Paris, Milan or Barcelona.  
  Phone Glen or Rochelle tollfree on 0800 323 333 to discuss options. 
 

M eanwhile, we’ll keep you posted 

Between now and our departure, we’ll keep you updated with TOUR 
TEASERS (giving you a background ‘taste’ of the places we’ll be stopping 

at) … plus occasional Midlife Madness NEWSLETTERS (giving you important details re 
our tour, travel tips, what to pack, money-money-money, etc). In short, we’ll do 
everything we can to help you prepare for – and gain the MAX from – this fabulous 
travel experience!  
  So what are you waiting for?  
  Decide now that you’re going to join us! 
   

 

17 



L et us explain …  
This Mad Midlife adventure will be special. The Queen Mary 2 is one-of-a-kind. Her style and elegance are 
legendary. And what sets her apart more than anything else is the spaciousness she offers – plus the luxury 

of doing as little or as much as you wish throughout the cruise. With plenty of laid-back days at sea, the choice, as 
always, is yours, with more onboard possibilities than you’ll have time to discover. 
  Our cruise itinerary will take us from lavish Dubai to colourful Oman in the Arabian Gulf … then up through 
the Red Sea to Aqaba and the rose-red city of Petra. We’ll enjoy transiting through the historic Suez Canal … then sail 
across the mighty Mediterranean, with sightseeing time ashore in Athens, Barcelona and Cadiz/Seville … before our 
last call in Southampton, with stately, enduring London just a few hours away.  
  WOW! BRING IT ON! 

  We’ll give you full details of our flight times, cruise arrival/departure times, stopovers, sightseeing, etc in a 
FINAL ITINERARY. But, for now, we’ve assumed that (like us) you’ll want to experience as much as possible, without 
getting bored or exhausted … plus time in-between to kick back and relax. Right? And what we’ve ended up with is a 
superb all-inclusive package.  
  So read on, because this interim itinerary is sure to whet your appetite ... 

Itinerary ... 
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Midlife Madness on the Queen Mary 2:  
March/April 2021 Itinerary 
 

MARCH 2021 

Saturday 27: up-up-and-away! 
 We depart Auckland International Airport on our long Emirates flight, traversing Australia’s vast 

Red Centre en route to the United Arab Emirates, on the other side of the world. 
 Don’t tell anyone, but this Mad Midlife Adventure is actually happening at last … yeehaa! 
 

Sunday 28: glittering gulf state: Dubai  
(B) In the entire Gulf there’s no place quite like Dubai, with its modern palaces and soaring glass-&-

steel skyscrapers. After touching down early this morning, you can do a little Dubai recce on 
your own – although you may prefer to grab some lost sleep in our posh hotel. Zzzzzzzz …  

 Just make sure you arrange a wake-up call, because this afternoon we’ve got a city tour … 
including the magnificent Jumeirah Mosque, the 150-year-old Al Fahidi Fort, a short 
‘abra’ (water-taxi) ride on Dubai Creek, and the aromatic Gold & Spice Souk (market).  

 Later, this evening, we travel to the top of the world’s tallest building – the Burj Khalifa – for 
some super-lofty views, before watching a fabulous water-and-light show. 

 

Monday 29  Sharjah & the Queen Mary 2 

(B, D) We head 30-minutes up the coast to see the sights and souks of Sharjah – the ‘Pearl of the Gulf’ 
… the Cultural Capital of the Arab World (UNESCO) … and the third-largest city in the UAE. First 
stop: the King Faisal Mosque – then the mind-boggling Heritage Museum – and finally the Al 
Arsah Souk (for nuts, saffron and spices) and the Souk Al Markazi (for carpets, jewellery and 
handicrafts).  

 Just don’t get lost, because early this afternoon we board the Queen Mary 2 and begin our long-

awaited luxury cruise! Prepare to be pampered, folks – YEEHAA! 
 

Tuesday 30  at sea …  
(B, L, D) We’ve been waiting for it, and now we’ve got it – the first of many luxury days at sea with little 

else to do but live it up, eat up, and rest up aboard our floating hotel, while we cruise the 
Arabian Gulf.  

 The QM2 will do its best to overwhelm you. Each day’s schedule, left at your door the evening 

Sharjah – United Arab Emirates 
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prior, is stuffed with more activities than you can possibly take in: lectures, films, recitals, 
musical productions, art classes, cooking classes, dance classes, planetarium shows, computer 
workshops, photo workshops, wine tastings, Pilates sessions, and fun by the tonne. 

 Brace yourselves, Kiwis: this is gonna be tough …  
 

Wednesday 31  Muscat, Oman 

(B, L, D) Wedged between scenic mountains and the Arabian Gulf – and filled with old Portuguese forts, 
the Bait Al Zubair Museum, an opera house, flower-filled parks – the gentle Omani capital of 
Muscat is a delight to visit. Tradition and modernity mingle in this easy low -rise city, and 
before you try your hand at bartering for frankincense at the Muttrah Souk, you’ll want to check 
out the stunning Grand Mosque and the Sultanate of Oman’s Palace.  

 But wait, there’s more! Along a coastal road is the medieval Nakhal Fort, perched on a 70-metre 
hilltop, plus the charming Thowarah Hot Springs. We’ll enjoy a well-earned buffet lunch before 
journeying back to our ship. 

APRIL 2021 

Thursday 1 at sea …   
(B, L, D) As you’re fast discovering, the Queen Mary 2 is a big, spacious, beautifully appointed ocean 

liner – with lounges, bars, a pub (the Golden Lion), restaurants, showrooms, libraries, the 
Empire Casino, computer centre, video arcade, pools, spas, a gym, salons, Mayfair Shops, and 
1300 cabins or suites spread throughout its 12 public decks … plus 101 nooks-&-crannies where 
guests can curl up with a glass of champagne, a frothy coffee or a good book. Yes – bring it on! 

 

Friday 2 Salalah – Oman 

(B, L, D) Salalah, capital of Oman’s Dhofar Region, is a colourful, subtropical city that was once centre-

stage for the frankincense trade with India – and is today much-loved by travellers for its 
coconut-fringed beaches, its banana, papaya and coconut plantations, its huge herds of camels, 
and its welcoming culture in the heart of the Arabian desert.  

 Sometime today you’ll want to visit one of the many markets and bazaars – like the Al-Husn 
Souq, where the local Dhofari people come to shop. Take your pick from cotton headdresses, 
exquisite jewellery and heady incense. And when you’re done with shopping, grab a cooling 
drink, lie back on a sunbed on the white sandy beach, unwind to the sound of breaking waves, 
and enjoy a swim in the warm Gulf waters.  

 

Sat to Tues: 3 to 6  at sea …   
(B, L, D) We’ve got lots of sea-miles to cover over the next four days. And, as the Queen Mary 2 points 

Muscat – Oman 
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its bow northwards, here are a few facts and figures to help you get your bearings …  
 The Red Sea, a salt water inlet of the Indian Ocean, lies between Africa and South Asia: 

Yemen and Saudi Arabia are on one side (to the right); Eritrea, Sudan and Egypt are on the 
other; and up ahead, to the north, the Sinai Peninsula, the Gulf of Suez and Gulf of Aqaba.  

 What might we see en route? Well, picture an empty sea alongside an empty desert – two 
completely different but almost identical worlds. And forget about time – because nothing 
has changed here since the birth of man.  

 The Red Sea occupies part of the Great Rift Valley. And, as waterways go, it’s BIG – 355km 
wide at its widest point and 2,250km long. (New Zealand, from top to toe, is 1,600km.) 
And, in case you were wondering, the Red Sea is named after the reddish colour caused by 
algae in the water. It has lots of intriguing shipwrecks and vibrant coral reefs – which makes 
it a dream destination for divers and snorkelers.  

 

Wednesday 7  Petra – Jordan  
(B, L, D) Picture an ancient city encircled by mountains and buried deep in a steep-sided canyon. Ancient 

and weathered, the city is still stunning and mysterious. Its name? Petra …  
 A UNESCO World Heritage Site famously described as ‘the Rose-Red City half as old as time …’ 

Petra’s a must-see. More than 2000 years ago the Nabataeans (a tribe of nomadic Arabs) carved 
it out of the fantastically coloured rock and built a thriving empire. Petra was protected for 
several centuries, but the Romans finally grabbed it in 106 AD. The entrance to Petra’s hidden 
heart is a narrow winding gash in the mountains. Called the Siq (pronounced ‘seek’), this rocky 
corridor snakes its way between sheer cliffs that have been sculpted by time. Hard to think of a 
more awe-inspiring way to wander into history! 

 We get to gaze in awe on the Treasury, the Nabatean Theatre, the Royal Tombs, and more – 
prior to a buffet lunch where we’ll no doubt reflect on an unforgettable morning.  

 

Thursday 8  at sea …   
(B, L, D) Have you tried a watercolour class? A ballroom-dance lesson? A virtual game at the Fairways 

Golf Simulator on Deck 12? A soak in the hydrotherapy pool? A trivia contest? Have you 
discovered that satellite Wi-Fi is available on the ship? That the ship’s library has enough books 
to keep you reading forever? That Illuminations, the world’s only Planetarium theatre at sea, 
screens an engaging 30-minute presentation on constellations? What are you waiting for? 

 

Friday 9 transiting the Suez Canal  
(B, L, D) The Suez Canal, Egypt’s glorious triumph of engineering over nature, was a remarkable 

achievement – slicing through the sands of the Isthmus of Suez for 163km, linking the Red Sea 

Petra – Jordan 
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with the Mediterranean, and severing not only mainland Egypt from Sinai, and also Africa from 
Asia. The canal’s construction required massive manpower, and took place in an era (1859 to 
1869) buoyed by grand aspirations but ending in bankruptcy and broken dreams.  

 Despite its chequered history (regional conflicts and wars), more than 17,000 ships make the 
transit each year (roughly 50 per day). And there’s not a lot else to see besides low-lying desert 
on both banks. Keep an eye out for the world’s largest swing bridge (El Ferdan Railway Bridge), 
and the canal-side cities of Port Said and Ismailia: “their distinctive architecture teetering on 
picturesque disrepair,” (according to one observer). We might also spot signs of a current $8.5 
billion project, deepening the canal to handle two-way traffic and modern supertankers.  

 

Saturday 10  at sea …  
(B, L, D) Do you enjoy music? There are dozens of professional musicians onboard Queen Mary 2 – two 

dance bands, four pianists, a string quartet, a jazz quartet, a harpist, a rock band, and countless 
live music sessions in each daily programme. And do you realise that your stateroom’s 40-inch 
flat-screen TV includes multiple channels offering you news, favourite shows, and classic and 
contemporary films 24/7? 

 

Sunday 11  Athens – Greece 

(B, L, D) After docking in the Greek port of Piraeus, we head for Athens – the ‘birthplace of modern 
democracy’ – to sample the city’s architectural, artistic and political triumphs. The cultural and 
social life of modern Greeks revolves around historic landmarks that are centuries old, if not 
millennia. And centre-stage, visible from pretty much everywhere on its high, rocky platform, is 
the magnificent Acropolis. 

 This temple city, built out of milky marble way back in the 5th century BC, serves as a daily 
reminder to locals of their ancient heritage. We’ll walk through the Propylea, to the adjoining 
Temple of Athena Nike … eyeball the Erechtheion, a temple to Athena and Poseidon, and the 
graceful Porch of the Caryatids, with sculptures of maidens … stroll the ancient columns of Stoa 
where Plato once lectured … wander the twisting lanes of the Plaka … and grab a refreshing 
coffee, Coke or ouzo. If traffic permits, we might later stop at the Old Olympic Stadium, built for 
the first modern games. 

 

Mon/Tues: 12, 13   at sea …  
(B, L, D) If you haven’t already explored your dining options aboard the Queen Mary 2, now would be a 

good time to start. Guests dine at assigned tables and times according to their level of 
accommodations. As Britannia passengers, we Kiwis have assigned tables at the 6pm sitting in 
the posh, two-tier Britannia Restaurant. The three-course dinners include a range of beef, 
seafood and chicken dishes designed by the  Executive Chef and his team.  

Athens – Greece 
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 For a small cover-charge, you can opt for a five-course gourmet dinner – or a three-course 
gourmet lunch – in the Verandah Restaurant. (Tip: request a table opposite the bar on the 
starboard side for the best ocean views.) 

 Breakfast and lunch menus are served in the main dining rooms, but most guests head to the 
King’s Court Buffet (running half the length of deck seven) where popular international food 
choices are abundant. 

 

Wednesday 14 Barcelona – Spain 

(B, L, D) Barcelona is an architectural jewel that’s littered with famous names – like Pablo Picasso and 
Salvador Dali. However, the legendary architect, Antoni Gaudi, is the Barcelonians’ favourite 
son. And today we find out why … 

 Gaudi’s push-the-limits, fairytale creations are on-show all over the place. We start with the 
Paseo de Gracia, Gaudi’s stunning modernist houses, including Casa Batlló and Casa Mila, much 
loved for its unusual façade. Next, we get wowed by Gaudi’s best-known, must-see Sagrada 
Familia (Sacred Family) – a towering, inspiring, weirdly-wonderful cathedral that’s become the 
city’s symbol (despite being still unfinished, 130 years after Gaudi began his painstaking work). 
Lastly, we wander through Gaudi’s fantastical playground, Parc Güell.   

 Time permitting, we’ll also join the happy crowds in Barcelona’s wide, tree-lined, pedestrian 
boulevard: Las Ramblas – crammed with mimes, musicians, street vendors, shops, bars, open-

air cafés and restaurants offering a wide selection of Catalan cuisine.  
 

Thursday 15  at sea …  
(B, L, D) You’ll never run out of entertaining things to do on your Queen Mary 2 evenings at sea. The 

cutting-edge shows in the lavish Royal Court Theatre are performed twice each evening, and 
range from celebrity guest artistes … comedy acts … illusionists … and the highly talented 
Cunard Royal Dancers & Singers, with glittering Broadway-type shows like ‘La Danza’ and 
‘Rhythm of the Night’ …   

 

Friday 16 Cádiz & Seville – Spain  
(B, L, D) Jutting out of a bay in Southern Spain and almost entirely surrounded by water, the port of 

Cádiz claims to be Europe’s oldest city – with the legendary Hercules as its founder. Some of its 
18th century walls still stand, and the old quarter with its Plaza de España and golden-domed 
Cathedral is famous for its picturesque charm. This region – Andalucía – is typical of Spain as a 
whole: a sun-dappled, fiesta-loving land of guitar-wielding troubadours, reckless bullfighters, 
feisty operatic heroines, gypsy singers wailing sad laments, and the lingering scent of orange 
blossom. 

Las Ramblas – Barcelona – Spain 
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 A 90-minute drive takes us to the regional capital, beautiful Seville, spread on the banks of the 
Guadalquivir River, and abundant in flamenco dancing and Gothic architecture. Seville’s major 
sights are packed neatly into one easily-walkable square mile, so walk it is what we’ll do: 
grabbing up-high views from the top of the Giralda Tower … ogling the huge Gothic Cathedral … 
stroll the picturesque alleyways and hidden plazas … and pausing when the urge takes us for a 
glass of sangria, some delicious local tapas, or a sugary churro.  

 

Fri/Sat: 17, 18   at sea …  
(B, L, D) Your last chance to make the most of the Queen Mary 2 … enjoying her shipboard luxury to the 

full … and doing all the things you’ve been meaning to do but haven’t yet got around to! 
 

Sunday 19  Southampton – London, England  
(B, D) We disembark and say a fond farewell to the Queen Mary 2 and her crew, before driving to oh-

so-luverly, oh-so-familiar London and our hotel – located downtown, just minutes from pretty 
much everywhere.  

 This afternoon, we venture out on a tour of London’s iconic highlights: Piccadilly Circus … 
Trafalgar Square … Houses of Parliament … Big Ben … Westminster Abbey … Buckingham 
Palace … the Tower of London (home of the dazzling Crown Jewels) … and St Paul’s Cathedral.   

 Then, tonight, we’ve got a special Midlife Madness Farewell Treat: a luxury Bateaux London 
Dinner Cruise on the beautifully lit-up River Thames! 

  

Monday 20  homeward bound  
(B) This morning you’re free to sleep in, eat breakfast, then do some more wandering in this 

glorious old city with its countless Monopoly landmarks.  
 Just don’t get lost. Why? Because, later today, we must pack our bags for the very last time, 

check out of the hotel, and transfer to the airport. Why? Because an Emirates A380 is kindly 
waiting to return us safely to New Zealand.  

 Phew! What an adventure we’ve had! And what stories we’ve got to tell! 

   IS EVERYBODY HAPPY?   

   YOU BET YOUR LIFE WE ARE! 

 

London – England 
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PRICE: MIDLIFE MADNESS ON THE QUEEN MARY 2 

   from $14,999 pp share-twin   

   (A limited number of single cabins are available on request.) 
 

TOUR PRICE INCLUDES 

1. economy class airfares from Auckland to Dubai … London to Auckland 

2. airport taxes and airline security taxes 

3. hotels (breakfast included) as detailed in the final itinerary  
4. 22-day cruise on the Queen Mary 2 (including all meals, 

entertainment, and onboard gratuities) 
5. all port charges and taxes at cruise stopovers 

6. transfers between airports and hotels and piers 

7. all sightseeing, shore excursions and entrance fees as in final itinerary  
8. meals ashore, as detailed in the final itinerary 

9. services of experienced Local Guides on all sightseeing tours 

10. tipping to local guides, drivers, porters, etc 

11. assistance of Tour Hosts, John & Robyn Cooney 

 

TOUR PRICE EXCLUDES 

1. passport fees 

2. optional excursions and sightseeing not in the final itinerary  
3. meals, other than those stated in the final itinerary 

4. drinks with meals or otherwise  
5. travel insurance 

6. items of a personal nature (e.g. medical expenses, laundry, 
phonecalls, souvenirs, etc) 

 

PAYMENTS 

 1st Deposit Due   – $1,500 pp, payable with booking 

 2nd Deposit Due   – $1,500 pp, payable Sept 1, 2020 

 Final Payment Due – December 20, 2020 

1. Your tour reservation will be confirmed on receipt of deposit and 
booking form. 

2. Payment in full is required at time of booking for reservations made 
after December 20, 2020. 

3. If payment is not made by this date, bookings may be cancelled. 
4. Travel documents and instructions for joining your tour will be sent to 

you approximately two weeks before departure from New Zealand 
(providing full payment has been received). 

 

MINIMUM NUMBERS 

Tour costs are based on a minimum of 20 tour members. House of Travel 
Ellerslie reserves the right to cancel the tour if this number is not reached. 
If this happens, you may claim cancellation charges against your loss-of-
deposit travel insurance. This action will relieve House of Travel Ellerslie of 
any further liability to the client. All indications are that this tour will be 
well supported. 
 

CANCELLATION & REFUNDS 

Tour Arrangements: 
If you find it necessary to cancel your Midlife Madness tour, monies will be 
refunded less a cancellation fee per person as follows:  
 If you cancel after 1st deposit paid, but before 2nd deposit (generally 

up to 180 days prior to departure) – less cancellation fee of $250. 
 If you cancel between 2nd deposit and full payment (generally from 

180 to 100 days) – less cancellation fee of 50% (or as advised, due to 
commitments made to suppliers). 

 If you cancel after full payment has been made (generally 90 to 105 
days prior to departure) – no refund, sorry.  

 

Note:    i.  We commit to offering you as much of a refund as possible   
    whenever possible.  
      ii.  We will retain a minimum of $500, plus any cancellation fees  
    levied by suppliers, where your cancellation affects the cost to  
    the group, or affects the size or viability of the group. 
     iii.  All refunds at any time are subject to supplier charges if and  
    where we have paid monies on your behalf to a supplier. 
     iv.  A cancellation involving a twin-share arrangement (where we  
    are cancelling your place but not cancelling the hotel rooms or  
    cabin) will require a recalculation of costs incurred. 
      v.  Cancellation conditions may vary from supplier to supplier – and 
    may sometimes differ from our standard cancellation options. 
 

No refund is available for cancellation after commencement of tour 

H ow to book: 
1. Read the Booking Conditions (below). 
2. Complete the Booking Form (one per person, carefully filling in your passport details). 
3. Mail the following to House of Travel, PO Box 11164, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051: 

 your Booking Form 

 your First Deposit Cheque – $1,500 pp required with booking (refundable until Sept 1, 2020) 
 plus a photocopy of your Passport’s main page   

4. If you want House of Travel’s discounted insurance, please tick that box on your Booking Form.  
5. If you’re paying online (by credit card or direct credit) please phone House of Travel Ellerslie – tollfree 

on 0800 323 333 – for a secure link and their bank account details. 
6. House of Travel Ellerslie will confirm your booking in writing and send you a receipt for your deposit. 
7. If the tour’s already full, you’ll be advised (with regret) and your deposit will be returned immediately. 



26 

arrangements or on any services not used. Should you encounter any 
problems on your tour it is always better to try and solve it on the spot 
with the operator of the tour. If this is not possible and you wish to lodge a 
complaint, this should be done in writing within 30 days of completing 
your tour. 
 

Sightseeing: No refunds will be made to passengers who elect not to 
partake in shore excursions included in the itinerary. 
 

Air Arrangements: Cancellation fees will apply as required by Airline 
Tariff Regulations and will vary dependent upon the type of airfare 
utilised. Travel insurance is compulsory for everyone on this tour. 
 

Name Changes may require the cancellation and rebooking of your airfare 
portion at your expense. Amendment fees and fare differences may be 
incurred. 
 

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS 

1. Prior to confirming your travel arrangements, you should check that 
your Passport will remain valid for at least 6 months after your return 
to New Zealand). You must carry your Passport with you throughout 
the entire duration of the tour.  

2. A Returning Resident’s Visa is required for holders of other than NZ 
Passports. Talk to House of Travel Ellerslie about this. 

 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Travel insurance is compulsory for everyone on this tour. You agree that 
we will have no liability for any loss or damage of any kind (direct, indirect, 
consequential or otherwise) you may suffer resulting from cancellation, 
loss of luggage and personal property, medical expenses, and the effects 
of accident, however it is caused. It is your responsibility to insure yourself 
fully with a comprehensive policy that includes provision for emergency 
evacuation. 
 

YOUR HEALTH AND FITNESS 

Pre-Existing Medical Conditions: We strongly recommend a visit to your 
doctor and dentist before your holiday. You must ask your doctor about 
current inoculation requirements. Full details of pre-existing medical 
conditions must be forwarded to House of Travel Ellerslie when you book. 
Failure to do so is a breach of these conditions and may result in your 
being excluded from the tour and all funds paid being forfeited. Clients 70 
years old (or more) and/or with pre-existing medical conditions require a 
medical certificate from their doctor clearing them for this tour, and 
House of Travel Ellerslie reserves the right, at its discretion, to cancel your 
booking and refund the money paid by you. During your holiday you are 
under the control of your tour leader, who has the authority to determine 
your suitability to continue with the tour. 
 

Illness or Absenteeism: In case you have to withdraw from the tour after 
it has begun for reasons such as illness, be sure to obtain a medical 
certificate to support any insurance claim. House of Travel Ellerslie regrets 
that they cannot make refunds for absences from the tour, including but 
not limited to missed meals or sightseeing. If a promotional airfare is 
broken or extended for any reason, an additional fare may be payable. 
 

Physical Disabilities: If you need any form of assistance or are physically 
disabled, you must be accompanied by a passenger who will take full 
responsibility for any assistance needed during the cruise, associated land 
arrangements and in the event of an emergency. You must notify us in 
writing prior to booking of any disabilities, medical apparatus, or special 
medical assistance you may need. We reserve the right to decline anyone 
for any reason who, in the opinion of House of Travel Ellerslie, is 
unsuitable for travel or whose condition may affect the health, safety or 
enjoyment of other passengers.  
 

TOUR EXCLUSIONS 

House of Travel Ellerslie reserves the right to withdraw tour membership 
from anyone whose behaviour is deemed likely to affect the smooth 
operation of the tour or adversely affect the enjoyment or safety of other 
passengers, and House of Travel Ellerslie shall be under no liability to any 
such person. 
 

INFORMATION PACK VALIDITY 

Considerable care has been taken to compile this information pack but 
circumstances may necessitate changes in itinerary and costs, in which 
case you will be informed as soon as possible. House of Travel Ellerslie 
cannot be held responsible for any changes which may occur and reserves 
the right to increase the price of any travel arrangements up to the date of 
departure. This includes adjustment for devaluation, fuel surcharges, 
airfare increases as well as international exchange rate fluctuations. 
Singapore Airlines does not, by virtue of their endorsement to this 
information pack represent themselves as either contracting with any 
purchaser of a holiday from House of Travel Ellerslie or as having any other 
legal relationship with such purchaser. 
 

CHECKING YOUR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 

It is important that you check all documentation sent to you in relation to 
your proposed travel and accommodation to ensure that it fully meets 

with your requirements and that there have been no misunderstandings. 
 

BOOKING CONDITIONS: 
1. The guarantees under the Consumer Guarantees Act 1993 will 

apply to services supplied by us except where they are acquired, or 
are held out as being acquired, for business purposes: 

1.1 The services that House of Travel Ellerslie supply consist of arranging 
and coordinating travel, entertainment and accommodation, and making 
bookings, issuing tickets and vouchers to be redeemed by Suppliers. We 
will not be liable for any loss or damage of any kind (direct, indirect, 
consequential or otherwise) which you may suffer resulting from selection 
of those suppliers, or your use or consumption of, or inability to use or 
consume those facilities or services. 
1.2 We undertake to perform these services with reasonable care and 
skill. We will not be liable for any loss or damage which results from the 
act, default or omission of any person other than ourselves, our 
employees or agents, or any cause independent of human control. This 
includes (but is not limited to), loss or damage which arises directly or 
indirectly from any act of God, weather disruptions, dangers incidental to 
the sea, fire, breakdown in machinery or equipment, acts of Governments 
or other authorities de jure or de facto, wars whether declared, or not, 
hostilities, civil disturbances, strikes, riots, terrorist incidents, deaths, 
pilferage, epidemics, quarantines or medical or customs regulations. 
1.3 We are not able to exercise control over services we do not supply 
directly, therefore we will not be responsible for any loss or damage 
arising from: 
 any booking made directly with a service Supplier by another travel 

agent; or 
 any services which are not provided by us and which are additional to 

those described in this information pack. 
 

2. Supply of Travel, Entertainment, Accommodation Services and 
Facilities:  

2.1 When we make your bookings with the Suppliers of travel, 
entertainment and accommodation facilities or services, we are acting as a 
booking agent for the Suppliers. 
2.2 All travel, entertainment and accommodation facilities or services are 
supplied directly to you by the Suppliers. We have no control over the 
facilities or services themselves, or the manner in which they are provided 
by the Suppliers. Therefore you should be aware of the following 
conditions: 
 We will not be liable for any loss or damage of any kind which may 

arise from your use of, consumption of, or inability to use or consume 
those facilities or services. 

 The provision of those facilities or services is subject to the terms and 
conditions of your contract with each Supplier. 

 Where for any reason, a Supplier is unable to provide particular 
facilities or services, then that Supplier may be entitled, under its 
contract with you, to substitute those services or facilities with 
comparable or equivalent facilities, or services without incurring any 
liability to you. You should check your contract with each Supplier. 

 All facilities or services described by us are subject to availability from 
the Supplier. 

 We will not be liable or responsible for any loss or damage relating to 
your luggage, personal possessions, health or welfare, or delays or 
travel disruptions unless these arise directly from the service we 
provide to you. 

 

3. Business Purposes:  
You agree that where our services are acquired for business purposes, or 
where you hold yourself out for acquiring our services for business 
purposes, the Consumer Guarantee Act 1993 will not apply to any supply 
of goods or services made under these conditions and we will not be liable 
or responsible for any loss or damage of any kind to you, including any 
consequential loss or damage however it may be caused. 
 

4. Prices:  
4.1 Events beyond our control, such as currency fluctuations, taxes, 
changes to the price of aviation fuel or changes to the cost of services or 
facilities may result in the prices charged to you being different from those 
shown in this information pack. You should check all prices with House of 
Travel Ellerslie before making reservations and your final payment. 
4.2 Prices may also be liable to variation between the time of booking 
and departure. We reserve the right to vary the price up until the time of 
your final payment being received by us due to exchange rates, group 
numbers and other events that may affect our initial quoted price. 
4.3 Receipt of a deposit will be taken as an understanding by the 
Company that the participant has read and agrees to abide by these terms 
and conditions. 
 

5. Legal Claims:   
Any claims or legal action in connection with the provision of our services 
to you will be governed by the laws of New Zealand. Any claim or legal 
action against the Suppliers is likely to be subject to the terms of your 
contract with them, and may be governed by the laws of other countries. 



(tick one) 

(tick one) 

 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 

Please arrange      single room  (I will pay the extra SINGLE price) 
        share double  (room with double bed – available on request) 
        share twin   (room with twin beds) 
 

I am       travelling with ……………………………………………………………………………… (name) 

        travelling alone  

 

AGE, HEALTH & FITNESS: 
Important: Please read the About You section – page 10/11 of this InfoPack. If you have any health or mobility issues, 
or you’re 75 years old (or over), you and your doctor will need to complete a Medical Certificate – available from 
House of Travel Ellerslie. 

 

  Do you have any health/fitness/mobility problems that we should be aware of?  
 (If necessary, please explain on a separate page) 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…. 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……. 
 

  Is there any illness or disability for which you are on permanent medication? 

 (If necessary, please explain on a separate page) 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

  Do you require special inflight meals (e.g. gluten-free or vegetarian)?  
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

FAMILY CONTACT IN NZ:  NAME …………………………………..…………………………………………………………………...…………………………….  
 

Relationship ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. Ph…………………………………..……………………………….. (home/work)  
 

Email ………..……..…………………………………………………………………………………………….. Ph……………………………………………………………………………. (mobile) 

 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

           (please circle) 
 

Age …………………. Date of Birth ……...…./……...…./……...…. Nationality ……………………………………………….... (e.g. New Zealand, British) 
 

Passport No ……………………………………………………………………………….….. Expiry Date ………………………………………….…………………………………. 
 

Name you prefer to be called by …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……. 
 

Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….. 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…. 
 

Phone ………..……………………………..…………………..…...……... hm / wk         Mobile ……………….……………………………………………………….………….... 
 

Email address ……………………………………………………………………………….. Skywards Airpoints No …………………………………………………. 
 

Have you been on a previous Midlife Madness cruise or tour?                       (please circle)  YES–NO 

DEPOSIT … (please sign and date) 
 

Yes, I accept the Booking Conditions for the 
2021 QUEEN MARY 2 CRUISE, and enclose 
my first deposit of $1,500 per person.   
 

Please acknowledge my booking, and send 
me my receipt. 
 

Signed ………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Date ………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

INSURANCE: (please tick one) 
 

 I would like to take out your 
RECOMMENDED TRAVEL INSURANCE 
(and claim the discount of up to 20%). 
Please send me a quote and further 
information. 

  

 I’m taking out MY OWN insurance. 
Important: please send a copy of your 
policy document (showing Insurance Co, 
details & emergency phone numbers) to 
House of Travel Ellerslie.  

 

PAYMENT METHOD: (please tick one) 
 

 I enclose my CHEQUE for $………………………. 

  Please make your cheque payable to 

  House of Travel Ellerslie  
 

 I’m paying ONLINE by CREDIT CARD or 
DIRECT CREDIT  

Please ask House of Travel Ellerslie 
for a secure link and their bank 
account details – phone Glen on 
0800 323 333. 

 

Please book my place on your 2021 cruise/tour: 
MIDLIFE MADNESS ON THE QUEEN MARY 2 

ANOTHER MAD MIDLIFE ADVENTURE – 26 PAMPERED DAYS – MARCH/APRIL 2021 

PLEASE NOTE: 
1. Carefully complete ONE FORM PER 

PERSON. 
2. Give the SAME FULL NAME on this 

Booking Form as in your Passport.  

3. Include a PHOTOCOPY of the MAIN 
PAGE from your Passport when you 
send in this Booking Form. 

4. POST your completed Booking Form 
plus photocopied page, deposit and 
Travel Insurance Application to: 

HOUSE OF TRAVEL  
PO BOX 11164 

ELLERSLIE 

AUCKLAND 1051 

5. For all enquiries phone House of 
Travel Ellerslie (toll-free): 

   0800 323 333 
 

I wish to UPGRADE to BUSINESS CLASS               YES–NO 

on Emirates flights                  (please circle) 
 

I am interested in doing EXTRA TRAVEL             YES–NO 

when the tour has ended                (please circle) 

(tick one) (tick one) 

 

SHIP CABIN CATEGORY (aboard the Queen Mary 2) 
Please confirm my cabin preference: 
 

        Inside Stateroom         single cabin 

        Oceanview Stateroom        double cabin 

        Balcony Stateroom         share twin 



(tick one) 

(tick one) 

 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 

Please arrange      single room  (I will pay the extra SINGLE price) 
        share double  (room with double bed – available on request) 
        share twin   (room with twin beds) 
 

I am       travelling with ……………………………………………………………………………… (name) 

        travelling alone  

 

AGE, HEALTH & FITNESS: 
Important: Please read the About You section – page 10/11 of this InfoPack. If you have any health or mobility issues, 
or you’re 75 years old (or over), you and your doctor will need to complete a Medical Certificate – available from 
House of Travel Ellerslie. 

 

  Do you have any health/fitness/mobility problems that we should be aware of?  
 (If necessary, please explain on a separate page) 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…. 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……. 
 

  Is there any illness or disability for which you are on permanent medication? 

 (If necessary, please explain on a separate page) 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

  Do you require special inflight meals (e.g. gluten-free or vegetarian)?  
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

FAMILY CONTACT IN NZ:  NAME …………………………………..…………………………………………………………………...…………………………….  
 

Relationship ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. Ph…………………………………..……………………………….. (home/work)  
 

Email ………..……..…………………………………………………………………………………………….. Ph……………………………………………………………………………. (mobile) 

 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

           (please circle) 
 

Age …………………. Date of Birth ……...…./……...…./……...…. Nationality ……………………………………………….... (e.g. New Zealand, British) 
 

Passport No ……………………………………………………………………………….….. Expiry Date ………………………………………….…………………………………. 
 

Name you prefer to be called by …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……. 
 

Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….. 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…. 
 

Phone ………..……………………………..…………………..…...……... hm / wk         Mobile ……………….……………………………………………………….………….... 
 

Email address ……………………………………………………………………………….. Skywards Airpoints No …………………………………………………. 
 

Have you been on a previous Midlife Madness cruise or tour?                       (please circle)  YES–NO 

DEPOSIT … (please sign and date) 
 

Yes, I accept the Booking Conditions for the 
2021 QUEEN MARY 2 CRUISE, and enclose 
my first deposit of $1,500 per person.   
 

Please acknowledge my booking, and send 
me my receipt. 
 

Signed ………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Date ………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

INSURANCE: (please tick one) 
 

 I would like to take out your 
RECOMMENDED TRAVEL INSURANCE 
(and claim the discount of up to 20%). 
Please send me a quote and further 
information. 

  

 I’m taking out MY OWN insurance. 
Important: please send a copy of your 
policy document (showing Insurance Co, 
details & emergency phone numbers) to 
House of Travel Ellerslie.  

 

PAYMENT METHOD: (please tick one) 
 

 I enclose my CHEQUE for $………………………. 

  Please make your cheque payable to 

  House of Travel Ellerslie  
 

 I’m paying ONLINE by CREDIT CARD or 
DIRECT CREDIT  

Please ask House of Travel Ellerslie 
for a secure link and their bank 
account details – phone Glen on 
0800 323 333. 

 

Please book my place on your 2021 cruise/tour: 
MIDLIFE MADNESS ON THE QUEEN MARY 2 

ANOTHER MAD MIDLIFE ADVENTURE – 26 PAMPERED DAYS – MARCH/APRIL 2021 

PLEASE NOTE: 
1. Carefully complete ONE FORM PER 

PERSON. 
2. Give the SAME FULL NAME on this 

Booking Form as in your Passport.  

3. Include a PHOTOCOPY of the MAIN 
PAGE from your Passport when you 
send in this Booking Form. 

4. POST your completed Booking Form 
plus photocopied page, deposit and 
Travel Insurance Application to: 

HOUSE OF TRAVEL  
PO BOX 11164 

ELLERSLIE 

AUCKLAND 1051 

5. For all enquiries phone House of 
Travel Ellerslie (toll-free): 

   0800 323 333 
 

I wish to UPGRADE to BUSINESS CLASS               YES–NO 

on Emirates flights                  (please circle) 
 

I am interested in doing EXTRA TRAVEL             YES–NO 

when the tour has ended                (please circle) 

(tick one) (tick one) 

 

SHIP CABIN CATEGORY (aboard the Queen Mary 2) 
Please confirm my cabin preference: 
 

        Inside Stateroom         single cabin 

        Oceanview Stateroom        double cabin 

        Balcony Stateroom         share twin 


