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et the Midlife Madness begin!
EVERYONE SEEMS TO BE GOING TO SPAIN & PORTUGAL THESE
days. Both countries are enjoying an explosion of popularity,
reporting gleefully on record years for overseas arrivals.
What’s the big attraction? Well, fasten your seatbelt, folks, because
we’re about to find out!
Our Mad Midlife romp through the Iberian Peninsula will kick off in
Barcelona, pulsing with passion, style, art and Antoni Gaudi’s stunning
architecture. From there we’ll follow an enticing trail showcasing the very
best of Spain & Portugal: from centuries-old culture and thriving
metropolises, to sleepy seaside villages, quaint towns set amidst rolling
green hills and atmospheric medieval citadels.
Along the way we’ll soak up the history of these one-time rival
TOUR LEADERS – ROBYN & JOHN COONEY
empires … get lost in their labyrinthine streets … be treated to some fiery
flamenco … unwind on a laid-back river cruise … tease our tastebuds with yummy tapas, scrumptious paella and
soothing sangria … and have more fun than you can shake a stick at.
Hassle-free travel: that’s our speciality! So if Spain & Portugal are on YOUR ‘bucket-list’ too, you ought to join
us. Together we’ll have the time of our lives!

ighlight after highlight …
Our MAD MIDLIFE ITINERARY in SPAIN & PORTUGAL promises a romantic mix of sightseeing pleasures
and unforgettable memories, with something different every single day. Come with us and you’ll …















sample Dubai, glittering Emirate powerhouse – with views from Burj Khalifa (the world’s tallest building)
fall in love with vibrant Barcelona (Spain) and Gaudi’s magical creations, like Basílica de la Sagrada Familia
ride a mountain cable-car to the Monastery of Monserrat – and lunch on vino plus tapas at a cava-winery
wander picture-postcard Cordoba (Spain), La Mezquita (its Great Mosque) and its ancient Jewish Quarter
tour Granada (Spain), in the foothills of Sierra Nevada, and listen for the sensual sound of Spanish guitars
explore clifftop Alhambra Palace and breathtaking Generalife Gardens, country estate of the Nasrid kings
roam Seville (Spain), its Barrio de Santa Cruz (Old Quarter), Real Alcazar (Royal Palace), Gothic Cathedral
shop for olives, fruits, cheeses & jamon (the world’s finest ham), then make DIY tapas at a cooking school
soak up an overview of the city of Lisbon (Portugal), a geographical wonder known as Queen of the Seas
admire 500-year-old Jeronimos Monastery, the Belem Tower battlements, and the Discoveries Monument
dine on delicious Portuguese cuisine, and enjoy a fado show, featuring guitars, mandolins & fadista singers
navigate the cobbled lanes of Lisbon’s Alfama District and the fortified 6th century Sao Jorge Castelo
stroll the UNESCO-designated gardens of Parque Natural Serra da Sintra and Ferdinand 11’s Pena Palace
chill out at Praia da Claridade, popular resort on Portugal’s Silver Coast with its heart-pumping surf
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take a walk through Porto, Portugal’s buzzing food capital, from Praca da Liberade to the Ribeira District
marvel at the magnificent Palacio da Bolsa (Stock Exchange Palace) and the Gothic Igreja de Sao Francisco
tipple your way through Vila Nova de Gaia – core of the local port wine industry since the 17th century
enjoy a full day cruise on the Douro River as it meanders through the beautiful Portuguese countryside
relax in the lively Plaza Mayor in Salamanca (Spain), and visit the 1000 year old Iglesia de San Martín
tour Segovia (Spain) – famous for its magnificent Roman aqueduct and its unassailable Alcazar (palace)
feel the pulse of Madrid, Spain’s dynamic capital, bursting with art from the Hapsburg and Bourbon eras
check off the Prado Museum, El Retiro Park, the Palacio Real (Royal Palace) & Plaza Mayor in Old Madrid
sip a glass of Madrid wine while enjoying a classy dinner-show of passionate flamenco song-&-dance

hree cheers for groups!
Travel is wonderful – and GROUP TRAVEL is doubly-wonderful! At least, that’s been our experience, ever
since we first launched Midlife Madness Tours. When you go adventuring with one of our groups, you
end up doing stuff, going places, meeting people, grabbing opportunities, and trying things that you mightn’t have
the courage to try if you were travelling on your own. Plus you’ve got a great bunch of Kiwi friends to share these
fantastic experiences with – and zero risk of feeling left out or lonely!
In short, there’s no end to the fun that happens and the memories that are made when likeminded, young-atheart midlifers go adventuring together.
We’re old hands when it comes to touring. Plus we make a point of ‘adding value’ – with special Midlife
Madness extras that make good tours GREAT! So come and share some Midlife Madness in Spain & Portugal with us!

on’t delay: book & pay your deposit
We hope you’ll decide to be part of this adventure, and would urge you to act promptly. This will be a
select group, with places allocated on a first-come-first-served basis – and when previous Midlife
Madness tours have sold out we’ve had to turn some disappointed people away.
So please read this InfoPack carefully, then secure your place by phoning Glen Armstrong (our booking agent
at House of Travel Ellerslie) on 0800 323 333 … or by emailing info@midlifemadness.tours … and sending your
booking form and deposit (plus a copy of the main page from your passport) to: House of Travel, PO Box 11164,
Ellerslie, Auckland 1051.
Here’s hoping we’ll see you in May next year …

&
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hat people have said about our previous tours:
The prime requirement for each Midlife Madness tour is: WE’VE GOTTA HAVE A GOOD TIME! And
the feedback we get from our fellow adventurers speaks for itself …

 “The trip was absolutely unreal – loved every bit of it – a new adventure each day!” (Sherrol)
 “You put a great deal of effort into organising this trip – thank you. We visited places we’d only dreamed about.
The whole thing was the best ‘away’ experience we’ve ever had!” (Ray)

 “We have wonderful memories of another amazing adventure with you lovely people!” (Nola & John)
 “I congratulate you – I had a better time than I ever imagined. Everything went so smoothly, our group was so
friendly, and no one felt left-out.” (Zelda)

 “It was a totally magical experience. Thanks to you both for taking such good care of us.” (Soon Ja)
 “A wonderful trip! I was hesitant at first about going on a group tour, but I’m so pleased I joined you. It all went so
smoothly, without a hitch. I’d recommend your tours to anyone!” (June)






“Thanks for being such kind and thoughtful friends, as well as delightful tour leaders.” (Patty)
“An amazing trip! Thanks for all the fun and laughter you instigated along the way. You’re amazing!” (Shirley)
“Thanks for always going the second mile! We appreciate your enthusiasm.” (Marie & Warwick)
“Particular thanks for your professionalism, your meticulous attention to detail (both prior to the trip and during
it), and your many kindnesses. We will be happy to join you on another occasion.” (Les & Marion)

 “It was all so much more than we had envisaged, and you really did make it fun.” (Brian)
 “I thoroughly enjoyed every minute of our tour. Have bored everyone to tears since, raving on and on about the
things we did and the wonderful friends we made. “ (Diane)

 “Thanks for all the advance planning you did to create this amazing tour. Thanks for being delightful tour leaders,
and such kind and thoughtful friends. You take the stress out of travel. We can certainly understand why people
choose to go with you again and again.” (Maureen & Kevin)

Douro River Cruise
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our leaders: John & Robyn Cooney
International travel has featured high on our agenda for several decades now. In between kids and
grandkids and publishing the family magazine Grapevine (which we established back in 1981), we’ve
been privileged to visit many stunning destinations: Europe, the UK, Singapore, Vanuatu, the USA, Israel, Egypt,
Africa (Kenya & Tanzania), China, Laos-Cambodia-Vietnam, the Mediterranean, the Baltic, India, China, Japan, South
America, Canada, Alaska. And somehow, amongst all this rushing-around, we launched Midlife Madness Tours.
Travel, we’ve discovered, is an all-five-senses experience – a chance to see, feel, smell, hear and taste the
world. And you’ve got to believe us: sightseeing as a group of laid-back Kiwis is DOUBLE the fun! We hesitate to call
ourselves ‘experts’ – but we relish the chance to explore new countries, cultures and
customs … we’re at-home in airports, hotels, cruise ships, and the like … and we know
how to make the most of a unique travel opportunity.
Our 2019 SPAIN & PORTUGAL EXPERIENCE can’t come quick enough – lots of
laughs, great company, and memories that will last forever. Here’s hoping YOU will
join us!
 John & Robyn Cooney, PO Box 212, Whangamata 3643, NZ
 Phone: 021 643 078 (mob)
 Email: jc@johncooney.co.nz … Website: www.johncooney.co.nz
 Travel Blog: www.midlifemadness.wordpress.com
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/MidlifeMadnessTours

ookings manager: Glen Armstrong
at House of Travel Ellerslie
House of Travel Ellerslie is an IATA-bonded consultancy, serving passionate travellers like you since 2004. Glen and
his team bring to Midlife Madness Tours extensive experience with group travel, plus a
commitment to helping the Cooneys provide the very best by way of hassle-free adventures – so
you can enjoy every minute and not worry about a thing! House of Travel is a New Zealand
owned and operated travel company, established in 1987, with 65 outlets nationwide. Glen and
his team look forward to talking with you about your booking arrangements … travel insurance …
and any other touring queries or requirements.
 House of Travel, PO Box 11164, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051, NZ
 Street address: 108 Main Highway, Ellerslie, Auckland
 Phone: tollfree 0800 323 333 … Office: 09 525 2363
 Email: info@midlifemadness.tours … Website: www.hotellerslie.co.nz
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ge, health & mobility
This tour (as the name suggests) is a little different to most. And we’re keen to attract like-minded, funloving, young-at-heart people in MIDLIFE (or thereabouts). So: if you find yourself in your middle years
or retired … AND you’re fit, healthy and able to keep up … AND you’re keen to kick up your heels, go mildly wild, and
laugh yourself silly with a bunch of fellow-Kiwis – then you’ll fit in just fine!
If you’re outside this age group, that’s not necessarily a problem. In our experience, AGE isn’t as important as
ATTITUDE. Our groups usually include a good mix of singles and couples – and happily include some older members
who enjoy good health, and often turn out to be the life’n’soul of the party.
However, this Midlife Madness tour will be busy, active, on-the-go – with lengthy flights, some early
mornings/long days, lots of getting on-and-off coaches, plenty of walking, and heaps to see-&-do. Which probably
makes this tour unsuitable for you if you have a disability … mobility/balance problems or walking difficulties … heart
or lung or eyesight conditions … or other health issues that could (i) place you at unreasonable risk, health-wise, (ii)
require extra time/attention from the tour leaders, or (iii) adversely slow down the group as a whole.

edical certificate please
1. You must advise us at the time of booking (and later, should things change) if
you have ANY relevant health or mobility problems we need to be aware of.
2. If you have any health or mobility problems – or if you’re 70 years old (or more) – you’ll be
asked to complete a Midlife Madness Medical Certificate (from House of Travel) – which may
require some input from your doctor. (This information will be treated confidentially.)
3. If we believe this tour is unsuitable for you (for health or mobility reasons):
a. we may decline your booking, with regret (we’d encourage you to join a slower-paced,
less-demanding tour) … or
b. if you were intending to travel on your own, we may request that you travel with
someone else (your wife/husband/partner, a family member, a close friend, a travel-buddy) – who can
accompany you and provide any special assistance you may need.

ravel insurance – compulsory
Travelling with no (or inadequate) cover is highly risky – and, should an accident or illness occur while
you’re overseas, it can prove extremely costly! Which is why we require everyone joining this Midlife
Madness Tour to have adequate, up-to-date insurance (including provision for emergency evacuation). Regrettably,
failure to attend to this could result in your booking being declined.
Please, therefore, consider the following two options:
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1.

You can sign up for our RECOMMENDED TRAVEL INSURANCE. House of Travel Ellerslie offer a valuable
discount (up to 20%) that you might like to take advantage of. Simply call Glen Armstrong on 0800 323 333
(toll-free) and ask for a quote … or Glen an email: info@midlifemadness.tours.
Please also tick the RECOMMENDED TRAVEL INSURANCE box on your Booking Form (down the right-hand side
of the form).
Glen will get back to you with a quote, plus further information. Your travel insurance discount (up to 20% off
the premium) will be deducted by House of Travel Ellerslie from your final tour invoice.

2.

Alternatively, you can arrange YOUR OWN INSURANCE, if you wish. However, to avoid any unpleasant or
expensive shocks (in the unlikely event of an accident or illness):
a. please check your policy’s fine-print carefully and make sure you know what you’re covered for – and
what you’re not covered for. For example, you should be covered for ‘emergency evacuation’ (in the event
of serious injury or illness) and ‘civil commotion’ (in the event of riots and demonstrations). If in doubt,
discuss your concerns asap with Glen at House of Travel Ellerslie.
b. please provide us with a copy of your policy document, showing the insurance company, policy number,
emergency contact numbers, etc – so we have this information on hand, should a situation arise.

CONFUSED?
If you need to discuss age/health/insurance matters, phone Glen (House of Travel Ellerslie) on 0800 323 333.
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stimated all-up price: from $17,495 pp share-twin
This price includes pretty much everything – airfares, transfers, hotels, sightseeing, river cruise, most
meals, tips and more (see over) – and may be influenced by further unexpected cost increases and/or
currency exchange rate fluctuations. It is an estimate – our confirmed price won’t be known until later this year. And
your price may vary according to whether you’ll be sharing hotel rooms with your spouse/partner/friend (share-twin)
or travelling alone and require a room all to yourself (single).
 If you’re travelling alone and want to share-twin, talk to Glen at House of Travel Ellerslie on 0800 323 333
(toll-free) – there’s a good chance he can match you up with another suitable single traveller.
 If you’re travelling alone and require a hotel room to yourself, the single supplement price is from $3,500.

eposit required & final payment
Spain & Portugal are becoming super-popular destinations … our chosen accommodation is superb …
and our itinerary features some very sought-after hotspots for tourists. We must make early
commitments (and group deposits) to be sure of the hotel rooms and sightseeing we require.
If you want to be certain of a place, please complete the Booking Form (attached) and send it asap, with your
deposit, to House of Travel, PO Box 11164, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051.
 DEPOSIT (required with booking): $3,000 pp (non-refundable) to secure accommodation, sightseeing, etc
 FINAL PAYMENT DUE: February 1, 2019 (your final invoice will be sent out in December 2018)
(Note: if you wish to pay your deposit ONLINE – by credit card or direct credit – please phone Glen at
House of Travel for a secure link and their bank account details: 0800 323 333)

hat’s included in the price?
Like we say, pretty much everything! Why? Well, experience has taught us that Kiwi travellers
prefer to know – and pay – up front and in advance ... rather than having to find substantial extra
dollars during the tour for unplanned sightseeing, restaurant meals, tipping, etc.
So when you’re trying to compare similar tours and prices being offered, remember: our 2019 Spain &
Portugal Tour price includes SO MUCH MORE!
Here’s what’s covered:

 AIRFARES:
 TAXES:
 HOTELS:

Auckland to Barcelona, Madrid to Auckland
airport taxes and airline security taxes
including breakfast – as detailed in the final itinerary
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TRANSFERS:

between airports and hotels

SIGHTSEEING:

all excursions and entrance fees as detailed in the final itinerary

MEALS:

as detailed in the final itinerary

LOCAL GUIDES:

on all sightseeing tours

TIPPING:

all gratuities to local guides, drivers, porters, etc

TOUR LEADERS:

all the help that John & Robyn can offer

hat’s not included?
 passport fees
 optional excursions and sightseeing not in the final itinerary





meals, other than those stated in the final itinerary
drinks with meals or otherwise (except complimentary wine with most evening dinners)
travel insurance
items of a personal nature (e.g. medical expenses, laundry, phonecalls, souvenirs, etc)

ravel documents
All tour members need a current PASSPORT (valid for at least 6 months after return to NZ). A RETURNING
RESIDENT’S VISA is also required for holders of other than NZ Passports. If you need assistance with
either of these documents, contact Glen at House of Travel Ellerslie – phone tollfree 0800 323 333.

mirates Airline stuff-you-should-know
1. BUSINESS CLASS UPGRADE: If you’d like to fly Business Class (Auckland to Europe return), phone
0800 323 333 for an estimated upgrade price.
2. AIRPOINTS: If you’d like to join SKYWARDS (the Frequent Flyer programme for Emirates Airline) call
House of Travel Ellerslie – they have all the info you need.

fter the tour: extending your trip
Our MIDLIFE MADNESS tour ends in Madrid, Spain. Those who are returning home will transfer to the
airport for our flight back to New Zealand. You could, however, spend some extra time in Spain (there’s
heaps more to see and do in this lovely part of the world) … or tour other nearby countries in Europe (like France,
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Italy or Morocco) … or extend your stay in the UK (exploring England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland at leisure). You could
travel by air/coach/train/rental car – the possibilities are endless!
Phone Glen at House of Travel Ellerslie, tollfree 0800 323 333, to talk about your options.

eanwhile, we’ll keep you posted!
Between now and our departure, we’ll keep you updated with TOUR
TEASERS (giving you a background ‘taste’ of the places we’ll be
stopping at) … plus occasional Midlife Madness NEWSLETTERS (giving you important
details re our tour, Spain & Portugal travel tips, what to pack, money-money-money,
hotel contacts, etc).
In short, we’ll do everything we can to help you prepare for – and gain the MAX
from – this fabulous travel experience!
So what are you waiting for? Decide now you’re going to join us!

Portugal’s Silver Coast
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et us explain …
This Mad Midlife romp through SPAIN & PORTUGAL will get us up-close-and-personal with the region’s
seductive culture and iconic landscapes … its pulsating cities and sleepy villages … its tapas bars and
bustling markets … its avant-garde art and centuries-old architecture … its to-die-for vino and gastronomy … its
medieval fortresses and towering cathedrals … and its laid-back rhythm of daily life. Add to that a stunning selection
of elegant hotels (with two-or-three-night stays wherever possible), lip-smacking gourmet meals and heaps of fun …
you really couldn’t choose a better tour!
With the help of on-the-spot travel experts, we’ve selected what we believe are the very best options for our
Mad Midlifers. Yes, this will be a busy tour – after all, there’s so much to see-&-do, and most of us won’t be back in
this lovely region again. However, this is a well-paced itinerary, with leisurely days on the road/on a bullet-train/on
a river-cruise … several free mornings/afternoons … plus opportunities to kick back and relax! What’s more, if you
need extra time-out, skipping some sightseeing then rejoining the group later shouldn’t be a problem.
Closer to departure we’ll send you a FINAL ITINERARY – with full details of flight times, stopovers, sightseeing
arrangements, etc. But, in the meantime, read on … because this interim itinerary is sure to whet your appetite:
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Midlife Madness in Spain & Portugal
Itinerary May-June 2019
MAY

up-up-&-away …

Sunday 12:

up-up-and-away!
We depart Auckland International Airport early evening on our long Emirates flight, traversing
Australia’s vast Red Centre en route to the United Arab Emirates, on the other side of the world.
Don’t tell anyone, but this Mad Midlife Adventure is actually happening at last … yeehaa!

Monday 13:
(B)

glittering gulf state: Dubai
In the entire Gulf there’s no place quite like Dubai, with its modern palaces sprawled along the
coast and its soaring glass-&-steel skyscrapers. After touching down early this morning, we’ve
got breakfast waiting for us in our air-conditioned hotel. Then, if you’re up for it, you can do a
little Dubai recce on your own – although you may prefer to grab some lost sleep. Zzzzzzzz …
Just make sure you arrange a wake-up call, because this afternoon we’ve got a city tour …
including the magnificent Jumeirah Mosque, the 150-year-old Al Fahidi Fort, a short
‘abra’ (water-taxi) ride on Dubai Creek, and the aromatic Gold & Spice Souk (market).
Later, this evening, we travel to the top of the world’s tallest building – the observation deck
(124th floor) of Burj Khalifa – for some super-lofty views. Following which, we’ll grab dinner-onour-own at one of the many eateries in the Dubai Mall before watching a fabulous water-andlight show. (Prepare to be impressed!)

Tuesday 14
(B, D)

Hola (hello) Barcelona!
We head back to Dubai’s vast International Airport
for our morning flight to Barcelona (Spain) on the
shores of the Mediterranean. After arriving early
afternoon, we transfer to the Gallery Hotel
Barcelona (where we’ll be for the next three
nights).
Barcelona is often voted Southern Europe’s most
beloved city … vibrant by day, enchanting by night
… and an architectural jewel that’s littered with
famous names – like Pablo Picasso and Salvador
Dali. But the legendary architect, Antoni Gaudi,

Gallery Hotel Barcelona
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is a clear favourite with Barcelonians.
Once you’ve unpacked, ironed your face and made yourself respectable, you’re free to enjoy a
Barcelona wander. Just don’t whatever you do get lost, because tonight we’ve got a special
treat: our Midlife Madness Welcome Dinner at a local restaurant …
Wednesday 15
(B)

Barcelona’s Sagrada Familia
Our morning starts with a yummy hotel breakfast – then we’re off to spend the day with Gaudi!
His push-the-limits, fairytale creations are on-show all over the place. And we start with a
leisurely look at his Parc Guell (a fantastical public park). Next, we visit Gaudi’s best-known,
must-see Sagrada Familia (Sacred Family) – a towering, inspiring, weirdly-wonderful cathedral
that’s become the city’s symbol (despite being still unfinished, 130 years after Gaudi began his
painstaking work). Brace yourselves, Kiwis! This magical, inspiring, other-worldly place will truly
knock your socks off!
Lastly, we explore Gaudi’s La Pedrera (also known as Casa Mila), much loved for its unusual
façade. The tour ends back at our hotel – an easy walk from the wide, tree-lined Las Ramblas:
one of the continent’s grandest boulevards, crammed with mimes, musicians, street vendors,
shops, bars, open-air cafés and restaurants offering a wide selection of Catalan cuisine.
The evening is yours to enjoy at leisure: maybe soaking up the ambience in Las Ramblas …
sampling sangria, the national drink … and dining on yummy local tapas: an astonishing variety
of light snacks (like olives, nuts, crisps, tomatoes, peppers, onions, mussels) plus small portions
of sardines, other small fish, roast veges, cold meats, cheeses on white bread, you-name-it.

Thursday 16
(B, L)

Montserrat Pilgrimage
Barcelona has another special treat for us this morning: a half-day pilgrimage to the most visited
shrine in Spain. Built around 880AD amongst towering, jagged peaks (in an almost inaccessible
location, 50kms northwest of Barcelona) is the great Montserrat Monastery – echoing with
untold legends, and home to the revered statue of the Black Virgin (found buried deep in the
mountain back in the 12th century).
Driving there along the spectacular coast, around hairpin bends and past remote hermitages, is
half the fun … and the mountain views from the chapel of St Jeronimo are truly stunning, taking
in the Pyrenees and the Isle of Majorca.
Afterwards, we’ll stop for lunch at the Coordiniu Winery – a chance to sample tapas, plus
Spain’s wonderful cava (sparkling wine).
Upon returning to the city-centre, the rest of the day is yours – to do some more exploring,
sitting, watching in this amazing city, plus time tonight to tempt your tastebuds with some al
fresco Catalan cuisine.
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Friday 17
(B, D)

Saturday 18
(B)

Barcelona – Cordoba by bullet-train
Fasten your seatbelts! This morning we transfer to
Barcelona’s train station where a high-speed AVE
bullet-train is waiting to whizz us through the
countryside (via Madrid) to Cordoba – almost five
hours to the south. Cordoba is famous for its
picture-postcard historic centre of whitewashed
houses, tiled patios and colourful flowers spilling
over balconies. We unload bags and bodies in the
Amistad Cordoba Hotel – then head out for a
three-course feast at a local restaurant. Mmmm!

Cordoba on foot

Amistad Cordoba Hotel

This morning, once we’ve eaten breakfast, made our beds and vacuumed our rooms, we’re off
on a walking tour of Cordoba – taking in the Roman Bridge stretching over the Guadalquivir
River … the Juderia, the myriad streets of the Jewish Quarter … and La Mezquita, the Great
Mosque built over a period of 200 years following the Moorish conquest of the area in the 8 th
century. This has to be one of the most unusual buildings on earth – a Muslim mosque with a
16th century Christian church poking up out of the
middle of it. The peaceful courtyards are perfect
places to sit and reflect on the history and culture
of this beautiful city.
Later today we’re off again – travelling this time by
coach to Granada, mid-sized provincial capital of
Spain’s Andalucia region, lying in the foothills of
the Sierra Nevada. It’ll be springtime when we’re
there, for two nights in the Alhambra Palace Hotel
– but in wintertime these snowcapped mountains
form a stunning backdrop to this city.

Sunday 19
(B, D)

Granada & the Alhambra

Alhambra Palace Hotel

Wakey-wakey, Kiwis! A big day awaits us – starting with a shortish walking tour of Granada’s
historic centre, including the Capilla Real (Royal Chapel) to see the tombs of Ferdinand and
Isabella … and El Albaicin, the ancient Arab Quarter, now a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
This afternoon we explore the majestic Alhambra – a mountaintop palace-cum-fortress
described as “Granada’s love-letter to Moorish culture”. It started life after Roman times as a
walled citadel, the Alcazaba, before going on to become the opulent seat of the region’s Nasrid
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(Arab Muslim) Emirs. At one stage its mosque was replaced by a church … then, later, Hapsburg
emperor Charles V had one wing demolished … and, later still in the 19th century, Napoleon
tried (unsuccessfully) to blow the entire place up. The serene gardens of the Generalife, on the
Alhambra’s northern side, are well worth a visit – which is what we’ll do, after we’ve checked
out the breathtaking Escalera del Agua water staircase and the Cypress Patio, once the secret
meeting place for the wife of Sultan Abu-I-Hassan and her lover.
Friday 20
(B)

Granada to Seville
Our road-trip today from Granada to Seville (two of Spain’s greatest cities) takes us through the
heart of Andalusia, home to stunning mountain landscapes, idyllic photo-spots, and the region’s
most famous pueblo blanco – dazzling whitewashed villages, with their jumble of tightly-packed
houses, narrow alleys, and quiet squares.
When Lonely Planet ranked the 10 cities that everyone will be dying to visit in the coming year,
guess which city occupied the coveted No.1 spot?
That’s right – No.1 was Seville, regional capital of
Southern Spain, situated on the banks of the
Guadalquivir River, and abundant in flamenco
dancing and Gothic architecture, and mouthwatering churros.
And we Mad Midlifers have three nights here – in
the fabulous Hotel Inglaterra.
Brace yourselves, folks: this is gonna be fun!

Tuesday 21
(B)

Seville: palaces, fortresses &
bell-towers

Hotel Inglaterra

We begin our morning exploration of Seville at the
Real Alcazar (Royal Palace), itself a Christianized Almohad fortress, where Spain’s monarchy
used to kick-back on holiday. Keep on eye out for the dazzling dome of the Ambassadors’ Hall,
the cool gardens and patios, and the State Rooms of Charles V.
We focus next on the Barrio de Santa Cruz, the city’s old Jewish Quarter, a beautiful warren of
sparkling alleyways and flower-lined patios. We visit the great Gothic Cathedral (with its
incredible gold-leaf altarpiece, Capilla Mayor) – built, as often happened back then, on the site
of a 12th century mosque, and the second largest cathedral in Europe after St Peter’s in Rome.
La Giralda, the bell tower is still recognizably a minaret, and the Patio de los Naranjos, with its
fountains and orange trees, is unchanged from its former life.
The rest of the day is yours to enjoy Seville at your own pace … exploring, discovering,
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Lisbon

photographing, and oohing-&-aahing whenever you feel the urge.
Wednesday 22
(B, L)

Seville: tapas & flamenco
This morning, for something a little different, we follow our guide around a local morning
market – enjoying tastings en route of delicious olives, fruits and cheeses – plus generous
samplings of traditional jamon de bellota.
What’s that, you ask? Well, anyone who’s anyone around here will tell you (no argument) it’s
the finest ham in the world!
It comes from free-range pigs that roam oak forests (called dehesas) along the border between
Spain and Portugal, and eat only acorns during their last months of life. The exercise and diet of
these black Iberian porkers has a significant impact on the flavour of the ham – which is cured
for 36 months.
With that knowledge under our belts, we continue to a cooking class where we learn how to
make four traditional tapas – before enjoying them for lunch, accompanied (of course) by wine.
This afternoon, you're a free-as-a-bird … to enjoy Seville on your own, shop, or rest up!

Thursday 23
(B, L)

Lisbon, Portugal – here we come!
We’ve got a nice, long drive today, folks – from
Seville, in Andalusia, to Lisbon on Portugal’s
Atlantic Coast. And there’s plenty to see on the
way: colourful landscapes, rustic farmscapes,
atmospheric villages, the border-crossing, etc.
We enjoy a leisurely lunch-stop midway in Evora –
one of Portugal’s most enchanting medieval
towns, preserved behind 14th century walls.
Lisbon, Europe’s westernmost and sunniest
capital, is a geographical wonder – known as
Pestana Palace Hotel
Queen of the Seas. It became Portugal’s Gateway
to the Atlantic – and the sail-away port for
superstar Portuguese explorers like Ferdinand Magellan and Vasco de Gama, off to find the New
World. However, the city was almost somewhere else: in 1775 officials considered moving it,
after it was devastated by the strongest earthquake ever to strike modern Europe.
Fortunately, Lisbon stayed where it was. Which means we can stay there, too – for the next
three nights – in the lovely Pestana Palace Hotel – just a hop-step-and-jump from city
monuments, shops and eateries.
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Sintra

Friday 24
(B, D)

Lisbon, bacalhau & fado
Ahh yes … Lisbon’s captivating panorama of ancient ruins, white-domed cathedrals and cobbled
alleyways is calling! Our morning sightseeing starts with the city’s truly magnificent bridges: the
25 de Abril Bridge and the Vasco da Gama Bridge. Then we visit the 16 th century Jeronimos
Monastery, with its honey-stone Manueline cloisters, delicately scalloped arches and twisting
turrets. The monastery was once populated by monks of the Order of St Jerome, whose spiritual
job was to comfort sailors and pray for the King’s soul. (Not bad work if you could get it!)
Next on our to-do list is the impressive Torre de Belem (Belem Tower). Its distinctive
battlements jut out onto the Rio Tejo and used to serve as a beacon for navigators returning
from the far-off Indies. Our final call is to Lisbon’s iconic Monument to the Discoveries, built in
honour of Portuguese seafarers and explorers who, during the heady Empire-era, were some of
the first Westerners to sail the globe.
The rest of the day is yours, to do whatever takes your fancy in this beautiful city. Just don’t lose
track of time, because tonight we’re sharing a yummy dinner (have you tried bacalhau yet,
Portugal’s favourite dish?) – followed by a traditional Fado Show.
What’s the difference between Spanish Flamenco and Portuguese Fado? They’re both
unique to the Iberian Peninsula and come from similar working-class roots (Flamenco from
Gypsies, Fado from sailors), but they’re two different forms of music. Flamenco is passionate,
fast, with driving rhythms, clapping and the slamming of heels on hardwood. Fado is more
melodic and melancholic, the emphasis more on singers than on dancers.

Saturday 25
(B)

Pombal, Alfama & St George
It’s impossible to see everything there is to see in a city like Lisbon, but we’re doing our
darndest! Today we get to wander with locals in the Marques de Pombal Square … the Alfama
District, one of Lisbon’s oldest, crammed with steep hills, old homes, graffiti and street-art …
and the hard-to-miss Castelo de Sao Jorge (Castle of St George), bits of which date from the 6th
century, with other bits added later by the Visigoths and the Moors.
Tonight’s Mad Midlife treat? Happy-hour cocktails with fantastic sunset-views of Lisbon’s
skyline. Don’t miss it!

Sunday 26
(B)

Sintra: castles, parks & gardens
Our journey today takes us first to Sintra – a picturesque fairytale town set amongst rippling
mountains and pine-covered hills – where we ogle the town-centre with its pastel-hued manors
and visit a UNESCO site, Parque Natural Serra da Sintra, and some of its wonderful palaces,
gardens and parks. We also drop in on (or climb up to) the wacky, dreamy, multi-coloured Pena
Palace – restored in the 1800s by King Ferdinand II from the ruins of an old monastery.

19

Douro River Cruise

We continue along the coast to Praia da Claridade
– a popular resort where white sandy beaches
await us, plus bed-&-breakfast (and stunning
ocean views) in the impressive, modern Eurostars
Oasis Plaza Hotel.
Monday 27
(B, D)

Eurostars Oasis Plaza Hotel

along the Silver Coast to Porto
Portugal’s Silver Coast – an unbroken stretch of
pristine shoreline, pounding Atlantic seas, historic
towns, an occasional saintly shrine or 16th century
fort, and blue skies that go on forever. These
famous beaches (like Nazaré) may be unsafe for
doggie-paddlers, but they’re surfer-heaven for
those brave (insane?) souls who come here to ride the world’s biggest waves (up to 30 metres)!
Following a lazy morning, we head north to Porto, Portugal’s second city (although its citizens
claim it is second-to-none). This old town with its golden rooftops is preferred for long seafood
dinners, slow strolls through sleepy streets, and white-port-and-tonic as the sun sets across the
Douro River. A Portuguese feast awaits us in a local restaurant – and nice soft pillows await us in
the perfectly-located Pestana Vintage Porto Hotel.

Tuesday 28
(B)

Wednesday 29
(B, L)

Porto: down by the riverside

Pestana Vintage Porto Hotel

Today begins with a two-hour stroll through Porto
– from the Praca de Liberade (Liberty Square) in
the city-centre to the alluring Ribeira District,
where colourful old houses overlook colourful old
fishing boats, crumbling alleyways, the fabulous
Sao Francisco Gothic church, port-wine houses
and photogenic bridges. Later, this afternoon, we
find ourselves at a famous port-wine lodge, Vila
Nova di Gaia, for a tour plus tasting. (Remember
folks: you don’t have to swallow!)

Douro River Cruise
Today we enjoy a break from busy sightseeing and, instead, take to Portugal’s famous waterway
for a full-day cruise along the Douro River Valley – through the UNESCO-recognised Alto Douro
Region (they’ve been making wine here for 2000 years), past terraces, farmlets, bridges, dams
and a scenic landscape that’s been shaped by human endeavour over the centuries. En route
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Salamanca

and onboard, we’ll enjoy a yummy lunch.
Thursday 30
(B, L)

Spain again: golden Salamanca

Gran Hotel Corona Sol

Another lovely, lengthy, scenic drive today …
another border-crossing … another different-yetagain stopover: magical Salamanca, a Spanish city
of rare beauty, awash with golden sandstone and
monumental highlights … and another lovely hotel
-for-two-nights: the Gran Hotel Corona Sol
(centrally located and just 10 minutes walk from
Salamanca’s historic Old Town).
Midway through our road-journey, so long as
you're well-behaved, we’ll stop for another tasty
lunch.

Friday 31
(B)

JUNE
Saturday 1
(B)

Salamanca: soaking up the ambience
Grab your walking shoes, your hiking poles, your grappling hooks and your cameras because
we’re off this morning for an on-foot romp around Salamanca, the youngest oldest city in Spain.
Step into the magnificent 18th century Plaza Mayor, built to host epic corridas (bullfights), the
last of which took place here in 1992 … eyeball the marvellous architecture, especially the
impressive Romanesque St Martin’s Church, founded in 1103 (with a clock that’s ruled the lives
of Salamancians ever since) … find a pavement café, order a creamy macha frappe, soak up the
ambience and watch the world go by.

Salamanca – Segovia – Madrid
We take aim on Madrid today, stopping along the
way in Segovia: founded by either Hercules or the
son of Noah (depending on which myth you prefer)
– a UNESCO World Heritage site famous for its
medieval walls … its soaring Roman aqueduct
(blessed with more than 160 arches) … its Gothic
cathedral … and its stunning terracotta Alcazar
(castle), set against the backdrop of the Sierra de
Guadarrama, and reputedly the inspiration for
Walt Disney’s Sleeping Beauty castle in California.

Hotel Preciados

We then continue our journey to Europe’s highest capital, Madrid, and the Hotel Preciados for
the final three nights of our Spain & Portugal adventure.
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Madrid

Sunday 2
(B, D)

beguiling Madrid: gardens, mansions and art
“No city on earth is more alive than Madrid,” claims Lonely Planet, “a beguiling place whose
sheer energy carries a simple message: this city really knows how to live!” Art lovers return here
again and again. The city’s medieval mansions and royal palaces are up there with architecture’s
best. And foodie-fans enthuse over Madrid’s gastronomic creations.
Our morning tour takes us on a leisurely stroll through the glorious El Retiro Park, created as a
royal retreat, now valued as the green lungs of the city, and littered with monuments and
sculptures. Not far away is one of the world’s premier art galleries: the Museo del Prado –
overflowing with priceless paintings and sculptures by Spanish and European masters.
The rest of the day is yours to enjoy Madrid at leisure. Just don’t get lost – and don’t be late
back for dinner-with-a-difference: a traditional Tapas-&-Wine walking tour through Madrid!

Monday 3
(B, D)

Panoramic Madrid
Our final sightseeing day is a full one and a panoramic one, giving us Kiwis some last, lingering
memories of this beautiful Hapsburg city – including visits to the Palacio Real (Royal Palace) and
Cathedral area, and a walk around Old Madrid and the Plaza Mayor.
Madrid’s grand central square, one of the prettiest open spaces in Spain, has witnessed
anything and everything down through the centuries – from royal weddings (or births) and the
beatification of St Isidro the Farm Labourer to bloody bullfights, heresy hangings, and burningsat-the-stake during the Spanish Inquisition. These days, the Plaza is an epicentre of Madrid life,
with locals and tourists thronging to soak up the grandeur of its ochre apartments with their
wrought-iron balconies and exquisite frescoes.
Tonight we have one more Midlife Madness treat. Men: don your tight-fitting muscle-shirts …
ladies: hitch up your malagas (flared skirts with the truffles front’n’back) … tune your guitars,
and slip on your dancing shoes … because we’re off to a famous Flamenco Dinner & Show at
Corral de la Moreria restaurant. Yeehaa!

Tues 4/Thurs 6
(B)

all good things come to an end … adios (goodbye) Kiwis!
Our Spain & Portugal Adventure is, sadly, over … and the time has come for us to part. Those
staying on in Europe will head in different directions. And, later today, the rest of us will transfer
to Madrid’s Barajas International Airport for our evening flight (via Dubai) back to Godzone.
We’ve had a BALL, haven’t we! We’ve seen so much, done so much, learned so much and
laughed so much that we don’t know where to start! But all good things eventually come to an
end. We’ll never forget these lovely long weeks together … and we’ll never forget each other.
Is everybody happy? You bet your life we are!
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ow to book:
1. Read the Booking Conditions (below).
2. Complete the Booking Form (one per person, carefully filling in your passport details).
3. Mail the following to House of Travel, PO Box 11164, Ellerslie, Auckland 1051:
 your Booking Form
 your Deposit Cheque – $3,000 pp required with booking (non-refundable)
 plus a photocopy of your Passport’s main page
4. If you want House of Travel’s discounted insurance, please tick that box on your Booking Form.
5. If you’re paying online (by credit card or direct credit) please phone House of Travel Ellerslie – tollfree
on 0800 323 333 – for a secure link and their bank account details.
6. House of Travel Ellerslie will confirm your booking in writing and send you a receipt for your deposit.
7. If the tour’s already full, you’ll be advised (with regret) and your deposit will be returned immediately.

ooking conditions:
Read
theMADNESS IN SPAIN & PORTUGAL
MIDLIFE

Price: share twin
– from $17,995 $17,495 pp
single supplement* – from $3,500 per person
*A limited number of single places are available on request. Talk to Glen.
TOUR PRICE INCLUDES
1. economy class airfares Auckland to Barcelona … Madrid to Auckland
2. airport taxes and airline security taxes
3. hotels (breakfast included) as detailed in the final itinerary
4. transfers between airports and hotels
5. all sightseeing, excursions and entrance fees as in final itinerary
6. meals, as detailed in the final itinerary
7. services of experienced local guides on all sightseeing tours
8. tipping to local guides, drivers, porters, etc
9. assistance of Tour Leaders, John & Robyn Cooney
TOUR PRICE EXCLUDES
1. passport fees
2. optional excursions and sightseeing not in the final itinerary
3. meals, other than those stated in the final itinerary
4. drinks with meals or otherwise (except complimentary wine with
most evening dinners)
5. travel insurance
6. items of a personal nature (e.g. medical expenses, laundry,
phonecalls, souvenirs, etc)
PAYMENTS
1st Deposit Due
– $1,500 pp, payable with booking
2nd Deposit Due
– $1,500 pp, payable November 1, 2018
Final Payment Due
– Feb 1, 2019 (unless advised otherwise)
1. Your tour reservation will be confirmed on receipt of deposit and
booking form.
2. Payment in full is required at time of booking for reservations made
after February 1, 2019.
3. If payment is not made by this date, bookings may be cancelled.
4. Travel documents and final instructions for joining your tour will be

sent to you approximately two weeks before departure from New
Zealand (providing full payment has been received).
MINIMUM NUMBERS
Tour costs are based on a minimum of 20 tour members. House of Travel
Ellerslie reserves the right to cancel the tour if this number is not reached.
If this happens, you may claim cancellation charges against your loss-ofdeposit travel insurance. This action will relieve House of Travel Ellerslie of
any further liability to the client. All indications are that this tour will be
well supported.
CANCELLATION & REFUNDS
Tour Arrangements:
If you find it necessary to cancel your Midlife Madness tour, monies will be
refunded less a cancellation fee per person as follows:
 If you cancel after 1st deposit paid, but before 2nd deposit (generally
up to 180 days prior to departure) – less cancellation fee of $250.
 If you cancel between 2nd deposit and full payment (generally from
180 to 100 Days) – less cancellation fee of 50% (or as advised, due to
commitments made to suppliers).
 If you cancel after full payment has been made (generally 90 to 105
days prior to departure) – no refund, sorry.
Note: i. We commit to offering you as much of a refund as possible
whenever possible.
ii. We will retain a minimum of $500, plus any cancellation fees
levied by suppliers, where your cancellation affects the cost to
the group, or affects the size or viability of the group.
iii. All refunds at any time are subject to supplier charges if and
where we have paid monies on your behalf to a supplier.
iv. A cancellation involving a twin-share arrangement (where we
are cancelling your place but not cancelling the hotel rooms or
cabin) will require a recalculation of costs incurred.
v. Cancellation conditions may vary from supplier to supplier – and
may sometimes differ from our standard cancellation options.
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No refund is available for cancellation after commencement of tour
arrangements or on any services not used. Should you encounter any
problems on your tour it is always better to try and solve it on the spot
with the operator of the tour. If this is not possible and you wish to lodge
a complaint, this should be done in writing within 30 days of completing
your tour.
Sightseeing: No refunds will be made to passengers who elect not to
partake in shore excursions included in the itinerary.
Air Arrangements: Cancellation fees will apply as required by Airline
Tariff Regulations and will vary dependent upon the type of airfare
utilised. Travel insurance is compulsory for everyone on this tour.
Name Changes may require the cancellation and rebooking of your airfare
portion at your expense. Amendment fees and fare differences may be
incurred.
TRAVEL DOCUMENTS
1. Prior to confirming your travel arrangements, you should check that
your Passport will remain valid for at least 6 months after your return
to New Zealand). You must carry your Passport with you throughout
the entire duration of the tour.
2. A Returning Resident’s Visa is required for holders of other than NZ
Passports. Talk to House of Travel Ellerslie about this.
TRAVEL INSURANCE
Travel insurance is compulsory for everyone on this tour. You agree that
we will have no liability for any loss or damage of any kind (direct, indirect,
consequential or otherwise) you may suffer resulting from cancellation,
loss of luggage and personal property, medical expenses, and the effects
of accident, however it is caused. It is your responsibility to insure yourself
fully with a comprehensive policy that includes provision for emergency
evacuation.
YOUR HEALTH AND FITNESS
Pre-Existing Medical Conditions: We strongly recommend a visit to your
doctor and dentist before your holiday. You must ask your doctor about
current inoculation requirements. Full details of pre-existing medical
conditions must be forwarded to House of Travel Ellerslie when you book.
Failure to do so is a breach of these conditions and may result in your
being excluded from the tour and all funds paid being forfeited. Clients 70
years old (or more) and/or with pre-existing medical conditions require a
medical certificate from their doctor clearing them for this tour, and
House of Travel Ellerslie reserves the right, at its discretion, to cancel your
booking and refund the money paid by you. During your holiday you are
under the control of your tour leader, who has the authority to determine
your suitability to continue with the tour.
Illness or Absenteeism: In case you have to withdraw from the tour after
it has begun for reasons such as illness, be sure to obtain a medical
certificate to support any insurance claim. House of Travel Ellerslie regrets
that they cannot make refunds for absences from the tour, including but
not limited to missed meals or sightseeing. If a promotional airfare is
broken or extended for any reason, an additional fare may be payable.
Physical Disabilities: If you need any form of assistance or are physically
disabled, you must be accompanied by a passenger who will take full
responsibility for any assistance needed during the tour, associated
sightseeing and in the event of an emergency. You must notify us in
writing prior to booking of any disabilities, medical apparatus, or special
medical assistance you may need. We reserve the right to decline anyone
for any reason who, in the opinion of House of Travel Ellerslie, is
unsuitable for travel or whose condition may affect the health, safety or
enjoyment of other passengers.
TOUR EXCLUSIONS
House of Travel Ellerslie reserves the right to withdraw tour membership
from anyone whose behaviour is deemed likely to affect the smooth
operation of the tour or adversely affect the enjoyment or safety of other
passengers, and House of Travel Ellerslie shall be under no liability to any
such person.
INFORMATION PACK VALIDITY
Considerable care has been taken to compile this information pack but
circumstances may necessitate changes in itinerary and costs, in which
case you will be informed as soon as possible. House of Travel Ellerslie
cannot be held responsible for any changes which may occur and reserves
the right to increase the price of any travel arrangements up to the date of
departure. This includes adjustment for devaluation, fuel surcharges,
airfare increases as well as international exchange rate fluctuations.
Emirates Airline does not, by virtue of their endorsement to this
information pack, represent themselves as either contracting with any
purchaser of a holiday from House of Travel Ellerslie or as having any
other legal relationship with such purchaser.
CHECKING YOUR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
It is important that you check all of the documentation handed to you in

relation to your proposed travel and accommodation to ensure that it fully
meets with your requirements and to ensure that there have been no
misunderstandings.
BOOKING CONDITIONS:
1. The guarantees under the Consumer Guarantees Act 1993 will
apply to services supplied by us except where they are acquired, or
are held out as being acquired, for business purposes:
1.1 The services that House of Travel Ellerslie supply consist of arranging
and coordinating travel, entertainment and accommodation, and making
bookings, issuing tickets and vouchers to be redeemed by Suppliers. We
will not be liable for any loss or damage of any kind (direct, indirect,
consequential or otherwise) which you may suffer resulting from selection
of those suppliers, or your use or consumption of, or inability to use or
consume those facilities or services.
1.2 We undertake to perform these services with reasonable care and
skill. We will not be liable for any loss or damage which results from the
act, default or omission of any person other than ourselves, our
employees or agents, or any cause independent of human control. This
includes (but is not limited to), loss or damage which arises directly or
indirectly from any act of God, weather disruptions, dangers incidental to
the sea, fire, breakdown in machinery or equipment, acts of Governments
or other authorities de jure or de facto, wars whether declared, or not,
hostilities, civil disturbances, strikes, riots, terrorist incidents, deaths,
pilferage, epidemics, quarantines or medical or customs regulations.
1.3 We are not able to exercise control over services we do not supply
directly, therefore we will not be responsible for any loss or damage
arising from:

any booking made directly with a service Supplier by another travel
agent; or

any services which are not provided by us and which are additional to
those described in this information pack.
2.

Supply of Travel, Entertainment, Accommodation Services and
Facilities:
2.1 When we make your bookings with the Suppliers of travel,
entertainment and accommodation facilities or services, we are acting as a
booking agent for the Suppliers.
2.2 All travel, entertainment and accommodation facilities or services are
supplied directly to you by the Suppliers. We have no control over the
facilities or services themselves, or the manner in which they are provided
by the Suppliers. Therefore you should be aware of the following
conditions:

We will not be liable for any loss or damage of any kind which may
arise from your use of, consumption of, or inability to use or consume
those facilities or services.

The provision of those facilities or services is subject to the terms and
conditions of your contract with each Supplier.

Where for any reason, a Supplier is unable to provide particular
facilities or services, then that Supplier may be entitled, under its
contract with you, to substitute those services or facilities with
comparable or equivalent facilities, or services without incurring any
liability to you. You should check your contract with each Supplier.

All facilities or services described by us are subject to availability from
the Supplier.

We will not be liable or responsible for any loss or damage relating to
your luggage, personal possessions, health or welfare, or delays or
travel disruptions unless these arise directly from the service we
provide to you.
3. Business Purposes:
You agree that where our services are acquired for business purposes, or
where you hold yourself out for acquiring our services for business
purposes, the Consumer Guarantee Act 1993 will not apply to any supply
of goods or services made under these conditions and we will not be liable
or responsible for any loss or damage of any kind to you, including any
consequential loss or damage however it may be caused.
4. Prices:
4.1 Events beyond our control, such as currency fluctuations, taxes,
changes to the price of aviation fuel or changes to the cost of services or
facilities may result in the prices charged to you being different from those
shown in this information pack. You should check all prices with House of
Travel Ellerslie before making reservations and your final payment.
4.2 Prices may also be liable to variation between the time of booking
and departure. We reserve the right to vary the price up until the time of
your final payment being received by us due to exchange rates, group
numbers and other events that may affect our initial quoted price.
4.3 Receipt of a deposit will be taken as an understanding by the
Company that the participant has read and agrees to abide by these terms
and conditions.
5. Legal Claims:
Any claims or legal action in connection with the provision of our services
to you will be governed by the laws of New Zealand. Any claim or legal
action against the Suppliers is likely to be subject to the terms of your
contract with them, and may be governed by the laws of other countries.
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Please book my place on your May 2019 tour:
MIDLIFE MADNESS IN SPAIN & PORTUGAL

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(please circle)

Age …………………. Date of Birth ……...…./……...…./……...…. Nationality ……………………………………………….... (e.g. New Zealand, British)
Passport No ……………………………………………………………………………….….. Expiry Date ………………………………………….………………………………….
Name you prefer to be called by …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…….
Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….

Phone ………..……………………………..…………………..…...……... hm / wk

Mobile ……………….……………………………………………………….…………....

Email address ……………………………………………………………………………….. Skywards Airpoints No ………………………………………………….
Have you been on a previous Midlife Madness cruise or tour?
I wish to UPGRADE to BUSINESS CLASS
on Emirates flights

(please circle)

YES–NO

I am

(tick one)

YES–NO
(please circle)

(I will pay the extra SINGLE price)
(room with double bed – available on request)
(room with twin beds)

 travelling with ……………………………………………………………………………… (name)
 travelling alone

2. Give the SAME FULL NAME on this
Booking Form as in your Passport.
3. Include a PHOTOCOPY of the MAIN
PAGE from your Passport when you
send in this Booking Form.
4. POST your completed Booking Form
plus photocopied page, deposit and
Travel Insurance Application to:
HOUSE OF TRAVEL
PO BOX 11164
ELLERSLIE
AUCKLAND 1051
5. For all enquiries phone House of
Travel Ellerslie (toll-free):

0800 323 333

DEPOSIT … (please sign and date)
Yes, I accept the Booking Conditions for the
2019 SPAIN & PORTUGAL TOUR, and
enclose my deposit of $3000 per person.
Please acknowledge my booking, and send
me my receipt.
Signed ……………………………………………………………………………….
Date …………………………………………………………………………………..

AGE, HEALTH & FITNESS:
Important: Please read the About You section – page 7/8 of this InfoPack. If you have any health or mobility issues, or
you’re 70 years old (or over), you and your doctor will need to complete a Medical Certificate – available from House
of Travel Ellerslie.

 Do you have any health/fitness/mobility problems that we should be aware of?
(If necessary, please explain on a separate page)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…….

 Is there any illness or disability for which you are on permanent medication?
(If necessary, please explain on a separate page)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

 Do you require special inflight meals (e.g. gluten-free or vegetarian)?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

FAMILY CONTACTS IN NZ:

1. Carefully complete ONE FORM PER
PERSON.

(please circle)

I am interested in doing EXTRA TRAVEL
when the tour has ended
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION
Please arrange
 single room
(tick one)
 share double
 share twin

YES–NO

PLEASE NOTE:

NAME #1 …………………………………..…………………………………………………………………...………………………

Relationship ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. Ph…………………………………..……………………………….. (home/work)
Email ………..……..…………………………………………………………………………………………….. Ph……………………………………………………………………………. (mobile)
NAME #2…….………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………
Relationship ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. Ph…………………………………..……………………………..... (home/work)
Email ………..……..…………………………………………………………………………………………….. Ph……………………………………………………………………………. (mobile)

INSURANCE: (please tick one)
 I would like to take out your

RECOMMENDED TRAVEL INSURANCE
(and claim the discount of up to 20%).
Please send me a quote and further
information.

 I’m taking out MY OWN INSURANCE.

Important: please send a copy of your
policy document (showing Insurance Co,
details & emergency phone numbers) to
House of Travel Ellerslie.

PAYMENT METHOD: (please tick one)
 I enclose my CHEQUE for $……………………….

Please make your cheque payable to
House of Travel Ellerslie

 I’m paying ONLINE by CREDIT CARD or

DIRECT CREDIT
Please ask House of Travel Ellerslie
for a secure link and their bank
account details – phone Glen on
0800 323 333.

ANOTHER MAD MIDLIFE ADVENTURE – 26 FLAMENCO DAYS – MAY 2019



Please book my place on your May 2019 tour:
MIDLIFE MADNESS IN SPAIN & PORTUGAL

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
(please circle)

Age …………………. Date of Birth ……...…./……...…./……...…. Nationality ……………………………………………….... (e.g. New Zealand, British)
Passport No ……………………………………………………………………………….….. Expiry Date ………………………………………….………………………………….
Name you prefer to be called by …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…….
Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….

Phone ………..……………………………..…………………..…...……... hm / wk

Mobile ……………….……………………………………………………….…………....

Email address ……………………………………………………………………………….. Skywards Airpoints No ………………………………………………….
Have you been on a previous Midlife Madness cruise or tour?
I wish to UPGRADE to BUSINESS CLASS
on Emirates flights

(please circle)

YES–NO

I am

(tick one)

YES–NO
(please circle)

(I will pay the extra SINGLE price)
(room with double bed – available on request)
(room with twin beds)

 travelling with ……………………………………………………………………………… (name)
 travelling alone

2. Give the SAME FULL NAME on this
Booking Form as in your Passport.
3. Include a PHOTOCOPY of the MAIN
PAGE from your Passport when you
send in this Booking Form.
4. POST your completed Booking Form
plus photocopied page, deposit and
Travel Insurance Application to:
HOUSE OF TRAVEL
PO BOX 11164
ELLERSLIE
AUCKLAND 1051
5. For all enquiries phone House of
Travel Ellerslie (toll-free):

0800 323 333

DEPOSIT … (please sign and date)
Yes, I accept the Booking Conditions for the
2019 SPAIN & PORTUGAL TOUR, and
enclose my deposit of $3000 per person.
Please acknowledge my booking, and send
me my receipt.
Signed ……………………………………………………………………………….
Date …………………………………………………………………………………..

AGE, HEALTH & FITNESS:
Important: Please read the About You section – page 7/8 of this InfoPack. If you have any health or mobility issues, or
you’re 70 years old (or over), you and your doctor will need to complete a Medical Certificate – available from House
of Travel Ellerslie.

 Do you have any health/fitness/mobility problems that we should be aware of?
(If necessary, please explain on a separate page)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…….

 Is there any illness or disability for which you are on permanent medication?
(If necessary, please explain on a separate page)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

 Do you require special inflight meals (e.g. gluten-free or vegetarian)?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

FAMILY CONTACTS IN NZ:

1. Carefully complete ONE FORM PER
PERSON.

(please circle)

I am interested in doing EXTRA TRAVEL
when the tour has ended
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION
Please arrange
 single room
(tick one)
 share double
 share twin

YES–NO

PLEASE NOTE:

NAME #1 …………………………………..…………………………………………………………………...………………………

Relationship ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. Ph…………………………………..……………………………….. (home/work)
Email ………..……..…………………………………………………………………………………………….. Ph……………………………………………………………………………. (mobile)
NAME #2…….………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………
Relationship ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. Ph…………………………………..……………………………..... (home/work)
Email ………..……..…………………………………………………………………………………………….. Ph……………………………………………………………………………. (mobile)

INSURANCE: (please tick one)
 I would like to take out your

RECOMMENDED TRAVEL INSURANCE
(and claim the discount of up to 20%).
Please send me a quote and further
information.

 I’m taking out MY OWN INSURANCE.

Important: please send a copy of your
policy document (showing Insurance Co,
details & emergency phone numbers) to
House of Travel Ellerslie.

PAYMENT METHOD: (please tick one)
 I enclose my CHEQUE for $……………………….

Please make your cheque payable to
House of Travel Ellerslie

 I’m paying ONLINE by CREDIT CARD or

DIRECT CREDIT
Please ask House of Travel Ellerslie
for a secure link and their bank
account details – phone Glen on
0800 323 333.

